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“If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to
you.” James 1:5.
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Discussion Group Guidelines
1. The Bible is the sole authority upon which we stand.
We believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God. God wants to speak to you through His word. Please
complete your lesson before using outside resources. The questions in the study booklet are meant to guide you
in comprehending the lesson. If a particular segment baffles you, just leave it and move on. The study guide
purposely includes a variety of questions. There are easy questions for Bible beginners and challenging ones for
longtime Scripture readers. Please be understanding of our desire to appeal to a wide range of Bible students. Do
feel free to call one of your small group leaders or the teaching leaders if you have a question. Our goal is that you
will have a deeper appreciation of God’s word and a closer relationship with Him.

2. Please come prepared for small group time by having your lesson for the week
completed.
On occasion, completion may not be possible although it should always be your goal. Each week your leader
will be guiding the discussion by going through the questions from this study guide. It is a real blessing to have
everyone ready to add to the discussion by having the lesson done. There may be times when you have not
been able to finish. Please do come to the Bible study and participate anyway. You will be missed if you aren’t
here!

3. Please have respect for each other’s beliefs and insights.
There are women in your small group from many different denominations and backgrounds. Please do not
criticize any church or religious organization. Since God is trying to teach you, we can trust Him to be doing
similar work in the lives of everyone else in your group. If you find yourself disagreeing with someone, take
care to watch what you say.

4. Please be prompt.
Since arriving late is disruptive to your group, do try to be on time for every session if possible. On difficult
days for you, we will welcome you even if late.

5. Everyone is encouraged to participate in the discussion.
Everyone has something to share. If you are aware that you have a tendency to answer every question, try
not to do so. In this way, all will have a chance to participate. If you are a timid person, please know that you
have words of value to add to your group. What may seem elementary or trivial to you may be just what
someone else needs to hear. The interaction within your group can be a wonderful time of sharing, learning,
and growing with other women.

6. Cell phone interruptions are distracting.
As a rule, cell phones should be silenced during both small and large group sessions, and we would appreciate
it if you would refrain from texting. Nevertheless, we realize that there are circumstances, such as a sick child
at home, which may require contact. We value your attempts to attend the Bible study. Therefore, if your cell
phone rings or vibrates, please leave quickly to a quiet area. During the large group teaching time, please sit
at the end of a back row if your phone is on. If you do receive a call, kindly exit quietly before answering.
3

7. Present your prayer requests in a tasteful manner. It is more important to pray
for each other than to try to fix one another’s problems.
Prayer petitions should be handled without embarrassment to anyone, whether that person is present or not.
If you would like, you may share more in depth with your leader. She will be happy to spend some time
listening to you and praying for you. In this way everyone will have time to express her request or praise.
When others share prayer requests, it isn’t as important to discuss or try to fix their problems as it is to pray
for them. “How can we pray for you in this situation?” will be our guideline.

8. Keep to yourself everything that is shared within your group.
information should not be repeated outside the group.

Personal

Privacy is so critical. It is hard for people to open up and share if they feel as if everything they say will soon
be public knowledge. Harmony and spiritual growth will occur more readily in an atmosphere of love and
trust.

9. Generosity in your donations is vital and appreciated.
No one should feel under pressure to give money each week, however, your contributions are needed mostly
to support our extensive Kids in the Word ministry. Moms should keep in mind the benefit their little ones are
receiving from this program. Additionally, each woman without young children should feel some responsibility
in making it possible for those caring for young ones to attend and for educating the children about God’s
love.
Women in the Word now offer the option of donation by text message. To utilize this new method of giving,
simply text 970-DoI-Give (364-4483) with the amount you want to give followed by WITW which designates
that your donation will support the Women in the Word ministry.
For example: “20 WITW” will donate $20 to Women in the Word.

10. Problem issues could arise from specialized announcements.
Our policy is that we wish to be free, both in small groups and in the large group of announcements for church
programs, fund raisers, or your personal business. Please don’t put us in the position of making a decision on
your particular request.

11. Source information.
As our speakers work on their talks and writing their questions for their lessons, they may consult a variety of
biblical literature. For the sake of time, our speakers do not cite their sources unless explicitly quoting
someone. However, if you would like further information on sources, please request it from that speaker.

12. Recording of the Large Group Teachings are available to listen to online.
If you miss a week or wish to review a teaching, the Large Group Teachings are available on our website at
www.faithepc.org/women or on our podcast channel “Faith Church Women.”
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13. When the Thompson School District R2-J dismisses school for snowy weather,
Women in the Word will not be meeting.
To check with the district on closures, phone 970-613-6788. That week’s lesson will be covered the following
week.

14. Illness Policy.
We enjoy seeing you, but please, if you are experiencing symptoms such as headache, runny nose, sore throat,
fever, etc. it would be better for you to stay home.

Come to learn, grow, share, and have fun!
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Kids in the Word Family Information
Vision:
To provide a fun, safe, loving atmosphere that offers lessons from the Bible and about the love of
Jesus. This group is for the children of family members who are attending the Women in the Word
Bible Study.

What we do in Kids in the Word:
We are a structured program that meets weekly in the Children’s Ministry Area of Faith Church. This
is NOT childcare, but a solid meaningful experience in a safe environment where scripture is taught
to help children grow in their faith.
There will be Bible stories, prayers, songs, Bible lessons, activities, crafts, snacks, and bathroom
breaks. We will have outside play if weather permits. Lessons are set up by Kids in the Word
Administration to follow the same study topics as Women in the Word.
For the 2022-2023 year, Kids in the Word will study Wisdom in the Bible. Family members will receive
an annual schedule on the first day of the Bible Study to keep at home. This will include Bible verses,
dates, and topics for the lessons in Kids in the Word. Kids in the Word teachers will follow a set daily
schedule that offers active participation for the kids as well as Bible lessons and snacks.

Registration and sign in & out Policy:
Registration information is available from the Kids in the Word Administration. This will be kept on
file in the children’s ministry office. There will be a sign in & out procedure for a family member to
complete daily at drop off and pick up time. This will be explained on the first day your child attends.
A pager will be provided to notify a family member of any concerns. At the conclusion of Women in
the Word each day, it is very important to pick up your children from Kids in the Word promptly.
Children need to be picked up no later than 11:15 am. The staff working with your children greatly
appreciates this effort.

Snacks:
Gluten, dairy, and nut free snacks will be provided. If your child has special dietary needs or allergies,
indicate these on your registration form and please talk with Dolly.

6

Sick Child Policy:
If any children show signs or symptoms such as fever (100 or higher), vomiting or diarrhea (in the last
24 hours), unexplained rash, runny nose with colored discharge, pink eye, or croup, please keep the
child at home for extra rest and TLC. Please contact Dolly as soon as possible by phone/text message
so staffing changes can be made if your child is not attending because of illness or other reasons. If
symptoms develop during Kids in The Word, you will be paged to come and take them home.

General reminders:
All teachers are experienced with kids and have passed background checks. They are here because
they love kids and have a passion for teaching kids about Jesus.
To assist your child’s ability to adjust and join in the fun sooner, give hugs and say goodbyes quickly.
Your child will then enter the room and be received by the teacher.
Please provide a jacket, diapers, and a change of clothes each day your child attends Kids in the Word.
We are excited for this year in Kids in the Word. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t
hesitate to contact the Children’s Ministry Coordinator and the Kids in the Word Director, Dolly
Shuler.
Contact information: DollyS@faithepc.org Church phone 970-663-0522 Cell phone 623-986-6150
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Lesson 1

Psalm 23

Since this is a familiar Psalm, please pause and read it through reflectively before you answer the
questions. “The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for
his name's sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness
and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
forever.” (ESV)
Read Psalm 23.
1. What do you know about sheep? What do you learn about them in Ezekiel 34:5-6; Matthew
9:36; and Mark 6:34?

2. In your own words, describe the role of a shepherd.

3. List the qualities of a shepherd as found in (a) Isaiah 40:11 -

(b) Jeremiah 3:15 and 23:1-4 -

(c) Luke 15:4-5 -

4. (a) In John 10:1-18 and Hebrews 13:20-21, what characteristics of Jesus stand out to you?

(b) How do these compare to the way David describes the Lord in Psalm 23?

(c) Choose which one is most meaningful to you right now?

Read Psalm 23:1-3.
5. (a) Personalize and complete the sentence “He. . . .”

(b) In what ways have your needs been met through the care of the Lord, our Shepherd? Pause
and give Him praise and thanks.
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Read Psalm 23:4.
6. In verse 4, examine the change in expression from “He” to “You.” What might this indicate?

7. (a) Where do your thoughts turn when reading the phrase, “the valley of the shadow of
death,” or “dark valley” in verse 4?

(b) In your own experience, or that of others you have journeyed alongside, what has the Lord
taught you about being in the valley?

(c) List what the shepherd has provided while on this journey.

8. What purposes do the rod and staff fulfill in this setting? What are some ways our Shepherd
has used His rod and staff in your life?

Read Psalm 23:5.
9. In verse 5, the imagery changes. Expound on the setting and the additional provisions given by
the Lord.

10. How is this helpful in the midst of dealing with enemies?

Read Psalm 23:6.
11. (a) What assurance does David have?

(b) Do you have this confidence in this life and for the next? What encouragement can you take
from this now?
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Lesson 2

Psalm 19

Memorable Verse: “May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in
your sight, Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.” Psalm 19:14 (NIV)
Read Psalm 19 verses 1-14 out loud.
1. Find and “title” the three main sections.

Read Psalm 19:1-10.
2. What is the psalmist affirming in verses 1-4?

3. Verses 1-6 discuss how nature tells us about God.
(a) List some aspects of God that nature tells us about.

(b) What is the limitation of creation’s “speech”?

4. Identify some characteristics of a bridegroom and a champion, the two word pictures that
David uses to describe the sun.

5. Why might he have chosen the sun as a special focus for describing and illustrating the glory of
God?

Read Romans 1:18-23.
6. (a) What can we learn about God from his creation?

(b) Name some obstacles that keep people from believing in God.
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Read Psalm 19: 7-11.
7. Complete the following chart using verses 7-9, then discuss your findings with your groups.
Verse
7
7
8
8
9
9

Type of revelation

Description of revelation

Effect

8. Look up Proverbs 1:7, as well as Psalm 19:9. How does the Bible describe the “fear of the Lord,”
in these passages? (Next week we will be discussing fear of the Lord in depth.)

9. In verse 11, what does he conclude are the benefits of the Word of God?

10. What is your present attitude toward God’s commands? How does it compare to that of the
writer?

Read Psalm 19:12-14.
11. Which types of sin are mentioned here, and what are the dangers of each type?

12. In the space below, hand-letter the verse(s) that you would like to meditate upon this week.

11

Lesson 3

Fear of the Lord

Memorable Verse: “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom
and instructions.” Proverbs 1:7 (ESV)
1. (a) When can fear be a good and healthy thing? When can fear be unhealthy?

(b) Share a story about a time that a healthy fear served you well, or a lack of healthy fear got
you in trouble.

2. How do the biblical authors describe the “fear of the LORD” in the following verses and their
context?
(a) Proverbs 8:13 -

(b) Isaiah 8:12-13 -

(c) Psalm 111 -

(d) Choose one of the following verses for added insight - Psalm 19:9-10; 34:11; Proverbs 1:7;
2:5; 9:10; 10:27; 14:26-27; 15:33; 16:6; 19:23; 22:4; 31:30; Isaiah 33:6 -

3. Read Genesis 22:1-19. If you heard the LORD’s command in Genesis 22:2, what fears might
arise in you?

4. How did Abraham embody the fear of the LORD in Gen 22:12?

5. In this story, how do you see both the fearsome power and surprising mercy of God?
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6. (a) Part of 1 John 4:18 says, “perfect love casts out fear.” Does this mean the fear of the Lord is
not valid in the New Testament? Read the rest of 1 John 4:18 and the surrounding context as
you answer why or why not.

(b) Compare Proverbs 16:6 with 1 John 4:18. What fear does the perfect love of God
cast out?

7. How do the following verses show that the fear of the Lord is not just an Old Testament
concept?
(a) Acts 9:3 -

(b) 2 Corinthians 7:1 -

(c) Ephesians 5:21 - Some versions translate the Greek word for fear as reverence.

(d) 1 Peter 3:14-15 -

8. Compare the fear of the LORD with the fear we find in Genesis 3:10. How was Adam and Eve’s
fear twisted by their fall into sin? For context read Genesis 3:1-10.

9. Identify ways in which the fall may have twisted your fears.

10. How might fearing God take away the fear spoken of in questions 8 and 9?

On your own or with a group, sing verse 2 of Amazing Grace
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear and grace, my fears relieved!
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed
13

Lesson 4

The Wisdom of Proverbs: Wisdom

Read Paragraph One of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Wisdom worksheet on page 65.
1. What are the purposes of the Proverbs?

Read Paragraph Two of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Wisdom worksheet.
2. (a) Who is the source of wisdom? Also see Romans 16:27 and James 1:5-8.

(b) In James, why do you think faith is so important when asking God, the giver of wisdom,
for wisdom?

3. According to Proverbs, what is the worth of wisdom?

Read Paragraph Three of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Wisdom worksheet.
4. (a) In Proverbs, wisdom is portrayed as a woman calling out to people. What is her message
to them? Read Proverbs 8:1-9:6 if you would like to see her full message.

(b) In what ways might we hear her call today?

5. What other qualities accompany wisdom and those who learn from the Proverbs? Also review
the first paragraph on this lesson’s worksheet.
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Read Paragraph Four of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Wisdom worksheet.
6. (a) What about the fear of the Lord makes it the beginning of wisdom? Review Lesson 3, if
you wish, for a refresher on the fear of the Lord.

(b) How can fear of the Lord be both the beginning of wisdom, and the result of the search
for wisdom?

Read Paragraph Five of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Wisdom worksheet.
7. List some of the characteristics of the wise person.

8. Discuss the additional insight about wisdom we gain from James 3:13,17-18.

9. Why is it important to be aware of counterfeit “wisdom?” (See James 3:14-16; Proverbs
21:30)

10. As we look over this lesson and our life experience, what are some steps for acquiring more
wisdom?

11. If you would like, write a prayer asking God to give you wisdom.
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Lesson 5

The Wisdom of Proverbs: Folly

The Hebrew word “fool” is translated using a few different English words.
Read Paragraph One of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Folly worksheet on page 67.
1. What characteristics are used to describe the “simple” fool.

2. Describe the fate that awaits the “simple” fool.

Read Paragraph Two of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Folly worksheet.
3. What characteristics are used to describe the “mocking” fool?

4. Describe the fate that awaits the mocker. What response can those who interact with a mocker
expect?

Read Paragraph Three of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Folly worksheet.
5. What characteristics are used to describe the fool?

6. Describe the impact the fool can expect to have on relationships.
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7. In your own words, summarize what distinguishes each of the three types of fools from one
another.

Read Paragraph Four of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Folly worksheet.
8. Based on what you read on the whole Proverbs: Folly worksheet, how would you respond
differently to each of these diverse types of fools?
(a) Simple -

(b) Mocker -

(c) Foolish -

9. Looking back at last week’s lesson, Proverbs: Wisdom, compare & contrast the inner motivation
of the fool with that of the wise.

10. Which characteristics of a fool can you identify with as a personal struggle in your own life?

11. Identify a truth from last week’s lesson on wisdom that you can use when your personal
temptation toward folly shows up. How can you apply it this week?
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WISDOM IN THE BIBLE: Review One
1. Compare Psalm 19 and Psalm 23. What do we learn about who God is and what He does, in
these two psalms?
(a) Who God is -

(b) What God does -

(c) Which of these is most meaningful for you right now? Why?

2. Read Psalm 19:7-11.
(a) What does the Psalmist conclude about the value of the Word of God?

(b) How does this compare to your view of the value of God’s Word?

3. When have you experienced the healthy fear of the Lord on a small or grand scale?
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4. Read Romans 16:27. Share a time when our wise God sent (or withheld) an event much to your
displeasure; however, later you realized that His way was indeed best.

5. Proverbs are wise principles which are applicable in many, but not necessarily all situations.
Think of some proverbs that we use which are true but might sound contradictory.

6. Make up some scenarios in which each of these proverbs would be true.
(a) Proverbs 26:4 “Do not answer a fool according to his folly, or you yourself will be just like
him.” -

(b) Proverbs 26:5 “Answer a fool according to his folly, or he will be wise in his own eyes.” -

7. Lady Wisdom calls to the simple and the fools to follow her and learn. What encouragement
can we gain from this when someone we love is making poor choices? How should we pray?
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Lesson 6

The Wisdom of Proverbs: Family and Friends

Read Paragraph One of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Family and Friends worksheet on page 69.
1. Share about someone who has been a good friend to you, and why you appreciate her/him.
Consider sending a note of thanks to that person telling them of your appreciation.

2. List the valued attributes of a true friend in Proverbs.

3. Discuss the ways our society agrees with or has changed the definition of friendship.

4. How can you be a good friend to someone this week?

Read Paragraph Two of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Family and Friends worksheet.
5. What are some of the dangers of unhealthy relationships?

6. How can we help our children, grandchildren, or friends develop discernment in the making and
keeping of good friends?

Read Paragraph Three of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Family and Friends worksheet.
7. Discuss some of the advice on marriage from Christian and secular circles which might not be
helpful.
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8. Record some of the phrases which show the unity and mutual honoring within a biblical
marriage.

9. What are the qualities and actions of a good wife and her worth?

10. Share ideas that you have tried or seen which can strengthen a marriage or family ties.

Read both Paragraphs Three and Four of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Family and Friends worksheet.
11. How can a woman damage her husband or family? Note: The comments about men apply to
women as well.

12. (a) Describe this vivid imagery used for a house full of strife.

(b) What impact do strife and division have on the people living in the home?

13. Discuss several actions that can be taken to promote peace in a home.
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Lesson 7

The Wisdom of Proverbs: Wealth

Memorable verse: “The earth is the LORD's, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it;”
Psalm 24:1 (NIV)
1. Growing up, what were your thoughts regarding money?

Read Paragraph One of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Wealth worksheet on page 71.
2. What do you learn from these verses about the source of our wealth?

3. Is wealth just money? Explain.

4. Describe what our relationship should be between God and our money.

Read Paragraph Two of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Wealth worksheet.
5. (a) How should we view our money? (See also Matthew 6:19-21)

(b) What is your attitude toward money?

6. Read Mark 10:17-22 and Mark 12:41-44. Discuss their differences in attitude toward money.

Read Paragraph Three of the Wisdom of Proverbs: Wealth worksheet.
7. (a) Do you place your security in your money?

(b) According to Proverbs 23:4-5 why is this not a wise practice?
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8. What do these verses teach us about how we should handle our money?
(a) In giving to the poor -

(b) In lending and borrowing -

(c) In being diligent as opposed to being lazy -

9. List the benefit of being generous.

10. Read James 3:13-18. How can these verses help us regarding our relationship with money?

11. Consider your response to question 1. Has this lesson helped change or confirm your thoughts
regarding money? Explain.

Read Paragraph Four of the Wisdom of Proverbs: Wealth worksheet.
12. Looking back over the entire lesson, compare what you learned about giving in Proverbs, to
these references from the New Testament.

23

Lesson 8

The Wisdom of Proverbs: Words

Read Paragraph One of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Words worksheet on page 73.
1. Share a time when you or someone you love was hurt by the misuse of words.

2. Compare the characteristics of wise words and foolish words.
Wise Words
Foolish Words

3. Are you inclined to talk too much or too little? Why?

Read Paragraph Two of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Words worksheet.
4. Proverbs has much to say about words that damage. Record your observations about the topics
below:
(a) Lying -

(b) Gossip -

(c) Other words that can damage -

5. Discuss the teaching in James 3:1-12 about controlling our tongues.
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Read Paragraph Three of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Words worksheet.
6. (a) What advice does Proverbs give about rebuking or correcting another?

(b) How can the way a rebuke or correction is presented make it a gift (an ornament of
gold), or an offense?

7. What advice does Proverbs give when someone speaks a word of correction to us?

8. How should Jesus’ words impact our attitudes or actions in both of these situations?
(a) Matthew 7:3-5 -

(b) Matthew 15:18-20 -

Read Paragraph Four of The Wisdom of Proverbs: Words worksheet.
9. Words can also be used to bring healing and joy. What were some of the kindest words ever
spoken to you?

10. Why do you think words have such power to bless or to damage?

11. Considering all that Proverbs has said about words in this lesson, reflect on your recent words.
Spend some time with God thanking him for using you to bless people and asking forgiveness for
times you may have caused damage. Are there any actions you should take?
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Lesson 9

The Wisdom of Jesus: Our Wisdom and Sage
Matthew 5:1-12; 11:25-30
1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Colossians 1:9-14; 2:1-10

Memorable Verse: “And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from
God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption.” 1 Corinthians 1:30 (ESV)
Read Matthew 5:1-12.
1. Referring to Matthew 4:23-25, what were the events leading up to the crowds Jesus saw in
Matthew 5:1?

2. These verses (historically called the Beatitudes) reveal Jesus’ teaching on the character traits of
a righteous person.
(a) Choosing one or two of these beatitudes, how does Jesus’ instruction compare with the
wisdom we studied in the Proverbs? (Lesson 4)

(b) This wisdom is often contrary to what the world teaches. Explain.

(c) The word “blessed” can also be translated “happy,” describing an inner state of joy and
well-being. How do the individuals described in these verses experience this inner happiness?

Read Matthew 11:25-30.
3. These words of Jesus were said in response to the people who failed to repent of their sins,
despite Jesus’ mighty works (Matthew 11:20). In what ways do you think people who reject Jesus
consider themselves “wise and understanding”? (v.25)

4. What attributes of little children should we emulate as we follow Jesus?
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Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31.
5. (a) For Paul, what is the one thing that appears to be foolish, but is actually the wisdom and
power of God?

(b) Explain why you think this might appear foolish to the world?

(c) What irony does Paul point out about the “wisdom” of the world and the “folly” of his
preaching in vv.20-21?

Read Colossians 1:9-14.
6. In the context of this passage, how would you describe the difference between knowledge,
wisdom, and understanding?

7. In Paul’s prayer for Christian believers, he prays for some transformational outcomes. List them.

Read Colossians 2:1-10.
8. Describe God’s mystery according to Paul. (vv.2-3)

9. How does “understanding and the knowledge of God’s mystery,” differ from “human tradition,
according to the elemental spirits of the world”? (v.8)

10. (a) According to verses 6 and 7, how does Paul say we are to “walk in him”? (Jesus)

(b) How does this compare to Paul’s exhortation in Colossians 1:10-12?

(c) What does it mean, for you, to consider the Christian life as walking in or with Jesus?
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Lesson 10

Ecclesiastes: The Dark Backdrop

There are two common interpretations of Ecclesiastes. One is that the Teacher is in a debate with
himself. He is torn between “what he cannot help seeing and what he still cannot help
believing.”* The second view is that this is a challenge to secular people to honestly look at the
logical consequences of their views. Think about these options as you do the lesson.
1. The word “hevel” (vanity, meaningless) has the root meaning of smoke/vapor. The phrase
“chasing the wind” is often linked with hevel in Ecclesiastes. What images are created for you with
these words?

2. The Teacher takes an in-depth look at life around him and declares “hevel, hevel, all is hevel”
(1:2; 12:8). Record his findings about life and hevel in the following verses.
(a) Ecclesiastes 2:1-3 -

(b) Ecclesiastes 2:4-11 -

(c) Ecclesiastes 2:12-16; 9:1-3 -

(d) Ecclesiastes 3:16; 4:1-3 -

(e) Ecclesiastes 5:10-11; 13-15 -

(f) Ecclesiastes 9:11-12 -

3. How are the images of hevel and, “chasing the wind” evident in the verses above?

4. (a) Why is it important to acknowledge that we live in a world with hevel?
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(b) Where have you seen or struggled with the hevel of our world?

5. “Under the sun,” which is used 19 times in this book, indicates a life view in which God is not
acknowledged or honored.
(a) Review the verses in question 2 noticing the role, “under the sun,” plays in the Teacher’s
thoughts.

(b) How is our culture impacted by the fact that so many live “under the sun”?

(c) In what ways can Christians be tempted to live “under the sun?”

6. The Teacher, even while looking at the darkness of life, does not go to despair because he is not
“under the sun.” Discuss his view of God in these verses.
(a) Ecclesiastes 3:11 -

(b) Ecclesiastes 3:16-17 -

(c) Ecclesiastes 7:14 -

(d) Ecclesiastes 11:5; 12:1 -

7. Review the opening comments. After studying this lesson, do you lean toward the Teacher
having an internal debate, or writing a challenge to the godless worldview around him? Why?

* The Wisdom of Proverbs, Job, and Ecclesiastes by Derek Kidner; IVP Academic; 1985.
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Lesson 11

Ecclesiastes: Out of the Dark, Into the Light

Memorable Verse: “For who knows what is good for a person in life, during the few and
meaningless days they pass through like a shadow? Who can tell them what will happen under
the sun after they are gone?” Ecclesiastes 6:12 (NIV)
Read Ecclesiastes 2:24-25; 5:18; & 9:7-10.
1. (a) What does the teacher say about how we should live, given the messy “hevel” of life?
(See Question 1 of Lesson 10.)

(b) Think about the last two weeks. How many things did you do just because you really
enjoyed them? Explain.

2. Explain the difference between what the teacher says in question one, and what Jesus says in
Luke 12:16-21.

Read Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; Proverbs 17:17; 18:24; & John 15:13.
3. Compare what these verses say about friendship.

4. Explain how having close friends keeps us out of the “darkness” of living our lives in a world full
of “hevel.”

5. Describe the qualities you look for in a friend.
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6. Share with your group about a friend who has helped you get through a challenging time.

Read Ecclesiastes 6:10-12.
7. How can these verses help us have peace despite “hevel”?

8. According to John 14:27, who is our source of peace? Explain how you know this is true in your
own life.

Read Ecclesiastes 7:1-12,19; 8:1; 9:13-18; 10:1-3,12-15.
9. Discuss what the Teacher is saying about:
(a) Wisdom -

(b) Folly -

10. How does what we see in Ecclesiastes compliment or conflict with what we learned in our
lessons from Proverbs on wisdom and folly? (Refer back to Lessons 4 and 5.)
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Lesson 12

Ecclesiastes: Out of the Dark, Into the Light (Part 2)

Memorable Verse: “Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and
keep his commandments, for this is the duty of all mankind.” Ecclesiastes 12:13(NIV)
Read Ecclesiastes 3:1-15.
1. The Book of Ecclesiastes seems to paint a grim picture of life. Explain in your own words how
these verses put a positive perspective on life.

2. How can knowing that there is a time for everything, help you to be at peace and encourage
you, even when difficult things happen in your life?

3. What does the Teacher conclude in verses 14 and 15?

4. Discuss with the group some of the seasons you have had in your life.

Read Ecclesiastes 5:1-7.
5. According to these verses, what should our relationship with God look like?

6. Name the warnings given. (See also Deuteronomy 23:21-25; Proverbs 20:25; and Matthew
5:33-37)
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Read Ecclesiastes 12:1-12.
7. (a) Why do you think it is wise to remember your Creator when you are young?

(b) How can we encourage the younger generation?

Notice that in Ecclesiastes 12:9, the narrative changes from the Teacher to the author.
8. What does the author say about:
(a) The Teacher -

(b) The words the Teacher wrote -

9. What balance does the author’s warning bring to the Teacher’s deep study in the book of
Ecclesiastes?

Read Ecclesiastes 12:13-14.
10. State the author’s conclusion.

11. Considering Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, does the author’s conclusion give you a deeper peace and
understanding about how we should view life?
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Wisdom in the Bible: Review Two
1. How does our culture both overvalue and undervalue marriage?

2. How can we live out and promote God’s view of marriage?

3. Read Proverbs 11:24-25. Discuss the benefits of being generous that you have experienced.

4. Look up the verses for one of these traits. Reflect on a time when you saw these truths from
Proverbs lived out.
(a) Anger. Proverbs 15:1; 22:24-25; 29:22; 30:33 -

(b) Pride. Proverbs 14:3; 16:5; 18:12; 21:24 -

5. Read Matthew 11:25-30. Jesus calls us to “learn from me,” in verse 29. In what ways has Jesus’
teaching and example provided rest for your soul?
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6. Read Colossians 2:1-10. Paul’s concern is that the believers’ “hearts may be enriched.”(v.2)
(a) What does Paul believe will encourage their hearts?

(b) What teaching do you find encouraging in this passage?

7. Focusing on the messy “hevel” of the world can lead to fear, discouragement, or anger. Ignoring
“hevel” by hiding in an isolation bubble doesn’t work and can lead to control issues. How can we
walk a healthy middle path toward caring and helping?

8. Have you ever been foolishly influenced by a friend or family member?
(a) How did it happen?

(b) What was the outcome?

9. Discuss your overall conclusion about what you learned from the brief look into Ecclesiastes,
and the importance of living your life in “the fear of God.”
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Lesson 13

Job and His Friends

Before beginning this lesson, read the summary of the prologue of Job in chapters 1-2 (page 76).
The prologue sets the stage for the 39 chapters of dialogue which make up the drama of Job.
1. What do we know about Job’s life and character? (See Job 1:1,8)
Blameless does not mean sinless but committed to integrity. Job sacrificed for the sins of his children
and presumably his own sins also.

2. How do Job’s friends respond when they hear of the tragedy that Job has suffered?
(See Job 2:11-13)

3. Compare Job’s initial response to his loss (Job 1:20-22; 2:10) with the feelings he shares with his
friends as he breaks the silence. (Job 3:1,11-16,23-26)

4. Record the advice Job receives from his friends as they try to encourage him. Notice the
emotional escalation in the conversations.
(a) Job 4:1-6 Eliphaz is speaking. -

(b) Job 4:7-8; 5:8-18 Eliphaz is speaking. -

(c) Job 8:1-6; 11:1-6,13-15 Bildad is speaking. -

(d) Job 18:1-3,5-7,13-15,19-21 Bildad is assuming Job belongs within this group. -

(e) Job 22:4-11 Eliphaz is speaking. -
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5. Job has a consistent answer to his friends though it is repeated in a variety of ways. Restate his
answer to their accusations in Job 6:28-30; 12:4.

6. (a) Discuss the friends’ underlying assumptions about life choices, consequences, and about
God who has so ordered life. Deuteronomy 28:1-2,15; Proverbs 3:33; & Galatians 6:7-8 support
their assumptions.

(b) How are they misapplying these truths in their advice to Job?

(c) In what ways can we misapply Scripture today, and what damage can this cause?

7. What other failures do we see in the friends’ support of Job?
(a) Job 16:1-6; 19:1-3 -

(b) Job 5:27; 32:1-5; 36:1-4 -

8. Explain God’s response to Job’s friends’ comments? (See Job 42:7-9) How did they
misrepresent Him?

9. What can we learn from Job’s friends about comforting well or comforting poorly?
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Lesson 14

Job and his God

The teacher in Ecclesiastes struggled philosophically with the fact that the simple plan of
Proverbs does not always work out in real life. Job’s struggle with that fact is much more
personal, raw and gritty.
1. Job is all over the map emotionally as he tries to process his experience and his relationship to
God. Summarize his feelings in the following verses and, if evident, what triggers the feelings.
(a) Job 1:20-21 -

(b) Job 6:1-5 -

(c) Job 9:21-24 -

(d) Job 12:13-15 -

(e) Job 16:12-17 -

(f) Job 29:1-6 -

(g) Job 30:1,9-12 -

2. When have you identified with some portion of Job’s grief?

3. Job’s comments to God are as honest, candid, and sometimes as heated as those to his friends.
What does Job tell God?
(a) Job 7:13-16,20-21 -
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(b) Job 10:1-3,7 -

(c) Job 13:3,20-25 -

(d) Job 16:7-9 -

(e) Job 30:16-23 -

(f) Job 31:35-37 -

4. Job has similar views about life as his friends. (Review question 6 from lesson 13) He also knows
that his righteous lifestyle does not deserve the level of tragedy which has come his way. He asks,
“How could a wise and just God cause this?” When have you felt the same way?

5. In the midst of Job’s pain, complaints, and even accusations, what foundation remains? (Job
6:10; 19:25-27)

6. Discuss the ways that the fullness of Job’s journey proves Satan wrong. (Job 1:9-11)

7. When all is settled, God says that Job spoke what was right about Him (Job 42:7-8), although he
also spoke in ignorance. (Job 38:1-2) What assumptions about God did Job make that honored
Him?
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Lesson 15

God and His Servant Job

1. What was Job’s desire, and how do you think he feels when God showed up? (See Job 23:1-7;
38:1-3)

2. God is proud of Job from the beginning (1:8) and declares that Job has honored Him during his
struggle (42:7) and in the end he blesses Job. Given His pleasure toward Job, with what tone of
voice do you think God speaks? Complete question 3 and return to answer this question.

3. What do we learn about God as He reveals Himself through His creation?
(a) Job 38:4-11 -

(b) Job 38:25-27 -

(c) Job 38:31-33 -

(d) Job 38:39-41 -

(e) Job 39:1-4 -

(f) Job 39:13-18 -

(g) Job 39:26-30 -

4. What additional differences between God and Job are highlighted in Job 40:6-14?
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5. Discuss God’s style of communicating with Job through question after question, and the effect
it has on him. (Job 40:1-5; 41:1-6)

6. What are the major points that God is making with His example of the leviathan? (Job 41:1-34)

7. At times during Job’s struggle, he questions God’s wisdom, power, justice, and goodness. How
has God answered each of these questions for Job in these chapters?
(a) God’s wisdom -

(b) God’s power -

(c) God’s justice -

(d) God’s goodness -

8. How does a greater awareness of God’s character help us face our questions and confusion?

9. Job moves from a very solid knowledge of God into a more personal experience with Him. What
are some things we can do to encourage that same movement in our lives?

10. (a) What does God ask Job to do for the friends with whom he has had so much conflict? (Job
42:7-11)

(b) How does God use this service of Job to vindicate him in the eyes of others? Notice the
timing.
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Lesson 16

Psalm 13

One of the most common types of psalms is the lament. These psalms capture the felt response of
God’s people living in a broken world. There is a basic structure they often follow: an introductory
call to God, the lament, a statement of trust, a petition, a reason why God should act, and finally
a vow or shout of praise.
Read Psalm 13:1-6 out loud.
1. What are the three topics David expresses in this psalm?

2. Notice the pattern. Does the fact that it follows a common structure with other Psalms make
the emotion less real? Explain.

3. The petition centers around three characters: God, David, and the enemy. What does David say
about each?

Read Psalm 3:1-2.
4. Verses 1 & 2 describe how Christians often feel in a sinful world; re-write these in your own
words.

5. When have you experienced a difference between your timetable and God’s, feeling forgotten
or asking, “how long”?

6. From Job through Revelation, godly people have struggled through times of feeling separated
from God.
(a) Read Psalm 13:1; Job 12:24; Psalm 44:24; & Matthew 27:46. How might we be encouraged
by the fact that godly people like Job, David, and even Jesus himself felt forsaken by God at
times?

(b) Read Revelation 6:9-11. What are the saints asking in this passage, and how does God
respond to them?
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Read Psalm 13:3-4.
7. The Psalmist makes several requests in verse 3.
(a) What does he ask God to do?

(b) What might he mean by “light up my eyes,” given his reasoning in the rest of verses 3 & 4?

8. What does David reason will happen if God does not act and answer?

Read Psalm 13:5-6.
9. Read Nehemiah 9:16-21. What do we learn from this passage about God’s character?

10. Why is it better to trust in something that doesn’t change, like God’s unfailing love, than in our
own feelings about His love?

11. What empowers David (and us) to move forward from lament and petition to rejoicing and
singing?
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Wisdom in the Bible: Review Three
1. How has the study of Job impacted your view of God?

2. Choose 3 of the following examples of suffering or comments about suffering. What are the
reasons for suffering in each passage and what would be a current example of this suffering?
(a) Genesis 50:15-20 -

(b) Ruth 1:1-5; Acts 27:13-20 -

(c) 2 Kings 24:8-14 -

(d) Job 1:6-12; John 9:1-3 -

(e) John 15:18-20 -

(f) Acts 5:1-11; 2 Corinthians 12:7 -

(g) James 1:2-4 -
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3. The Bible seems more interested in how we can suffer well than why we suffer. What strength
and aid in suffering do we find in the following verses?
(a) Psalm 34:18; 137:3 -

(b) 2 Corinthians 1:3-5 -

(c) 2 Corinthians 1:8-10 -

(d) Hebrews 12:10-12 -

(e) 1 Peter 4:1,12-13,19 -

4. What other verses have you found helpful during challenging times?

5. Who do you know personally who has, like Job, suffered, lamented, and grown in character and
godliness through it? What can we learn from his/her example?

6. Re-read Psalm 13. When we are in a stage of lament it is tempting to stop there, getting stuck in
our negative thoughts. While it is important to take the time to go through a time of grieving fully
and sufficiently during hard circumstances, what might help us move all the way through the
process from lament to praise?
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Lesson 17

James 1:1-27

Memorable Verse: “Every good gift and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father
of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” James 1:17 (NIV)
Read James 1:1-11.
1. (a) Why can believers be joyful in the face of trial?

(b) Give an example of how you have benefited from trials in your life.

2. (a) What is the prerequisite for those who ask for wisdom?

(b) Discuss the connection between facing trials with joy and seeking wisdom.

3. Review the following verses regarding biblical teaching on poverty - Isaiah 61:1-2; Matthew 5:3;
and James 2:5. Compare and contrast this biblical wisdom with the wisdom of the world.

4. (a) James has a warning to the rich. Explain.

(b) How can we, as relatively rich people, cultivate an attitude of spiritual poverty?

Read James 1:12-18.
5. How does God respond to those who love Him and persevere in trials? (v.12) Consider how this
knowledge might impact your perception of your trials.

6. (a) What is the “source” of our temptations?

(b) What is the “course” of our temptations?
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(c) Explain this difference in progression from what is described in James 1:2-4?

7. Discuss a way in which verse 17 might help you face your trials.

Read James 1:19-27.
8. (a) How can we be better listeners to others and to God?

(b) In what ways have you found that your speaking or listening behaviors resulted in anger or
reduced anger?

9. How do meekness or humility (v.21) influence our obedience to the commands in verses 19-20?

10. (a) Discuss some ways in which those who are only hearers of the Word deceive themselves.

(b) In what ways can acting on God’s Word help us not to forget it?

(c) Have you found obedience to God’s Word to be liberating? If so, in what way? If not,
why do you feel that way?

11. According to James, what are the components of a religion that is acceptable to God?

12. Identify one practical action you could take this week to implement this pure religion.
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Lesson 18

James 2:1 – 3:12

Memorable Verse: “What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have
works? Can that faith save him?” James 2:14 (ESV)
Read James 2:1-13.
1. James gives a vivid example of discrimination in the church based on personal wealth. In what
other areas (besides money) do people show favoritism?

2. Review 2 Corinthians 8:8-9 and Philippians 2:5-8. State how the example of Jesus can guide our
conduct regarding favoritism.

3. (a) What is the “royal law”(v.8)? (See also Leviticus 19:18; Deuteronomy 6:4-5; &
Matthew 22:37-40)

(b) How does the royal law guide our behavior in not showing favoritism?

4. Identify some practical ways we can show mercy to one another. (vv.12-13)

Read James 2:14-26.
5. James describes two types of “faith” in this passage. What is the problem with the type of faith
described in verses 14-17?

6. Compare the similarities between the beliefs of the demons and the faith that does not
produce good works.
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7. James gives us two examples of genuine faith. (vv.21-26) Describe what Abraham and Rahab
did to demonstrate their faith was not dead.

8. How does Paul’s teaching on faith and works in Ephesians 2:8-10 compare with James’ teaching
in this passage?

Read James 3:1-12.
9. Why do you think God imposes a higher standard for teachers than for others?

10. What specific analogies does James make regarding the power of the tongue?

11. Give some examples of ways that words have been destructive in your life or in the life of
someone you know.

12. State some specific ways you can use words to reflect the royal law.
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Lesson 19

James 3:13 – 4:17

Memorable Verse: “Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him
show his works in the meekness of wisdom.” James 3:13 (ESV)
Read James 3:13-18.
1. Read Psalm 111:10 and Proverbs 9:10. Discuss the connection between the fear of the Lord in
those verses and the “meekness or humility of wisdom” in James 3:13.

2. What is the result of the “wisdom that does not come down from above”?

3. (a) List the characteristics of the wisdom from above.

(b) Why do you think James lists purity first?

4. Which of these characteristics do you personally find the most challenging? Why?

Read James 4:1-10.
5. James poses two questions in verse 1. How is the second really an answer to his first?

6. James says in verse 4 that friendship with the world (“kosmos”) is enmity with God.
What characteristics of friendship with the world does James offer in verses 2-3?

7. How does the jealousy of God reflect His love for us? (See also Exodus 20:5-6)
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8. (a) Why might humility be an essential requirement to receive God’s grace? (v.6)

(b) James gives us a series of commands in verses 7-10 to instill humility in God’s people.
Discuss actions you can take to cultivate humility before the Lord.

Read James 4:11-17.
9. Recall how James summarized the law in James 2:8. How does the person in James 4:11 break
this law?

10. (a) How does judgmentalism usurp God’s authority? (v.12)

(b) What are ways we often try to justify our judgment of others?

11. (a) State the two contrasting ways to speak about the future in verses 13-17.

(b) Is James saying it is a sin to plan for the future? Why or why not?

(c) Identify the sins described in these verses.

12. How does the teaching on humility in James 4:1-10 affect your planning for the future?
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Lesson 20

James 5:1-20

Memorable Verse: “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.” James
5:16 (ESV)
Read James 5:1-6.
1. (a) What specific sins does James condemn in this passage?

(b) Does he condemn the possession of wealth? Why or why not?

2. Note Paul’s teaching in 1 Timothy 6:9-10,17-19. State ways Paul helps us understand the
Christian response to wealth.

Read James 5:7-12.
3. How are Christian to act in anticipation of the Lord’s return?

4. Describe an occasion when God blessed you in a time of suffering. Describe how you
experienced His compassion and mercy? (v.11)

5. (a) James repeats Jesus’ instruction in Matthew 5:36-37. Why do you think James thinks it
necessary to remind believers of this command?

(b) What obstacles have you met in letting your “yes be yes” and your “no be no”?

6. (a) How might the radical truthfulness described in verse 12, faithfully practiced by God’s
people, impact our witness of the gospel?

(b) When has disobedience to this command hurt our testimony?
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Read James 5:13-20.
7. (a) Identify the key lessons we learn about prayer in this passage.

(b) Which of these lessons is the most meaningful to you and for what reason?

8. (a) What are the barriers to confessing our sins to one another?

(b) Confession also has benefits. Explain.

9. According to the following passages, what actions and attitudes do we need as Christians to
bring back someone who is wandering from the truth?
(a) Proverbs 10:12 -

(b) Matthew 18:15-17 -

(c) Acts 20:31 -

(d) Galatians 6:1 -

(e) 2 Thessalonians 3:15 -

(f) 1 John 5:16 -

10. Of the many topics James covers in this letter, which was the most meaningful or useful to you
personally and why?
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Lesson 21

Psalm 145

This psalm is an acrostic song. Each verse begins with the successive letter in the Hebrew
alphabet (i.e., A, B, C in Hebrew).
Read Psalm 145.
1. Use the copy of Psalm 145 on page 76, and three colors of pens or highlighters to mark the
words described below. What stands out to you in each section? Have fun with this exercise!
(a) Color one – the qualities of God.

(b) Color two – the actions of God.

(c) Color three – the actions of people.

2. David doesn’t live in an era of mighty miracles, but he is aware of God’s power, goodness,
righteousness, and love all around him. How can we develop that awareness more fully?

Read Psalm 145:4-7.
3. (a) What does one generation pass on to another?

(b) Give examples of ways we can pass this knowledge of God on to our children, our
grandchildren, or young friends.

4. What are some ways we, as God’s people, can praise God so that our neighbors and friends will
know his mighty works? (See Psalm 145:10-12)
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5. Write three words or phrases (or more) from EACH of the three sections of Psalm 145 as
indicated. THEN, use a personal example (or story) of how God has “shown up” or “led you”
through a time or experience that comes to your mind as you read that section.
WORDS OR PHRASES
Psalm 145:1-7

PERSONAL EXAMPLE

1.

2.

3.

Psalm 145:8-16
1.

2.

3.

Psalm 145:17-21
1.

2.

3.

6. Read verse 21 and write a short “Praise Prayer” to the Lord.
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The Interpretive Journey

Step 1:
Grasp the text in their town.
What did it mean to the original hearers or readers – the people it was addressed to or written
for? Use past-tense verbs, and refer to the biblical audience. For example, “God sent the priest Ezra
to lead exiles back to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple and establish their worship again.” Or,
“Nehemiah castigated the people for having married non-Israelite wives.”
Step 2:
Measure the width of the river.
The “river” is all the things that separate us from the original audience. Some examples might
be:
• culture
• language
• historical situation
• geographical location
• which covenant are they in? We are in the New Covenant; much of the Old Testament is
written to people in the Old Covenant.
Almost certainly, not all of these things are equally important; they do not all equally affect the
interpretation of a passage. So we have to pay most attention to the factors that distinguish their
situation (their “town”) from ours.
Moreover, the river is not always the same width for all passages. It is wider in the Old
Testament than in the New. It is often wider in historical narrative passages than in the didactic
teaching letters of the New Testament.
The point here is to take into account the fact that all of the Bible was written for people who
lived in very different times and places and cultures than we do. We will need to be aware of those
differences and take them into account when we move on to the next step:
Step 3:
Cross the “principalizing bridge.”
What is the point the author was trying to make? Why did he write this to those people at that
time? This principle is what will transfer to a different culture and time. God’s principles do not
change, even though the expression of them does.
Here’s a guide to the thought process here:
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•
•

Recall the differences between their “town” and ours in Step 2.
Identify any similarities you found in Step 1.
• Identify a theological or behavioral principle that related to both the original audience
and us. The principle should be
o reflected in the text
o timeless; not culturally bound
o consistent with the rest of Scripture
o relevant to both audiences. If the original audience heard your principle, would they
agree that’s what the author was getting at?
• Write out the principles in one or two sentences. Use present-tense verbs.
This is the hardest, and the most important, step. If you don’t identify the principles correctly,
you’ll never be able to make appropriate applications to our culture.
Here are examples of some theological or practical principles in the following passages. There
may be others.
• Ezra 1:1. The Lord moved the heart of Cyrus, King of Persia, to authorize the rebuilding of
the Temple in Jerusalem → God is able to use unbelievers for His purposes. God is able to
put thoughts in people’s minds to accomplish His purposes.
• Luke 3:7-15. John the Baptist preaching to the crowd. → Genuine repentance is seen in
changed behavior that is consistent with the principles of Scripture.
• Romans 16:1-16. Paul’s greetings to people in Rome. → Relationships are of utmost
importance in the Body of Christ.
Step 4:
Move into the New Testament.
There is one more step when interpreting Old Testament passages than New Testament
passages. The interpretive river is wider in the Old Testament: widely different cultures, different
literary genres. Progressive revelation means we interpret the Old Testament through the lens of
the New Testament.
Run the theological or practical principle through the grid of the New Testament, looking for
what the New Testament adds to that principle, or how it might modify it. Pay particular attention
to how the Old Covenant principles may have been modified by the advent of Christ and His death
and resurrection.
Step 5:
Grasp the text in our town.
How should Christians today apply the theological or practical principle? State it as an
imperative: “we should…”
There are probably only one or a few principles in a given passage, but there may be many
applications/responses.
Start with yourself: what do you need to hear from this passage? Why is this important to you,
personally? What is God saying to you? It’s important that we stand under the Scripture with our
audience. If we can share with them how it impacts us, it will be more impactful for them.
Once you master these steps, you can do them all somewhat simultaneously, jumping back
and forth between them as you do your research. But to begin with, learn to do the steps in order.
It will feel mechanical, and somewhat boring, but it’s a good pattern to train yourself in, to make
sure you don’t leave out any steps.
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Lesson 4

The Wisdom of Proverbs: Wisdom

Paragraph One
The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel:
To know wisdom and instruction, to understand words of insight, to receive instruction in wise
dealing, in righteousness, justice, and equity; to give prudence to the simple, knowledge and
discretion to the youth. Let the wise hear and increase in learning, and the one who understands
obtain guidance, to understand a proverb and a saying, the words of the wise and their riddles.
Proverbs 1:1-6 (ESV)
Paragraph Two
My son, if you receive my words and treasure up my commandments with you, making your ear
attentive to wisdom and inclining your heart to understanding; if you seek it like silver and search
for it as for hidden treasures, then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the
knowledge of God. For the LORD gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and
understanding. How much better to get wisdom than gold, to get understanding is to be chosen
rather than silver!
Proverbs 2:1-6; 16:16 (ESV)
Paragraph Three
Does not wisdom call? Does not understanding raise her voice? On the heights beside the way, at
the crossroads she takes her stand; beside the gates in front of the town, at the entrance of the
portals she cries aloud: “To you, O men, I call, and my cry is to the children of man. Listen to me!
For I have important things to tell you. Everything I say is right. My fruit is better than gold, even
fine gold, and my yield than choice silver. I walk in the way of righteousness, in the paths of justice,
granting an inheritance to those who love me, and filling their treasuries. Blessed is the one who
listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting beside my doors. For whoever finds me finds life
and obtains favor from the LORD.”
Proverbs 8:1-4,6,19-21,34,35 (ESV,NLT)
Paragraph Four
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. The
fear of the LORD is instruction in wisdom, and humility comes before honor. My son, if you accept
my words turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding…then you will
understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God.
Proverbs 2:1-2,5; 9:10; 15:33 (ESV)
Paragraph Five
Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man, and he will love you. Give
instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser; teach a righteous man, and he will increase in
learning. There is one whose rash words are like sword thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings
healing. Like a gold ring or an ornament of gold is a wise reprover to a listening ear. Scoffers set a
city aflame, but the wise turn away wrath. Fools give full vent to their rage, but the wise bring calm
in the end. The wisdom of the prudent is to discern his way, but the folly of fools is deceiving. A
person’s wisdom yields patience; it is to one’s glory to overlook an offense.
Proverbs 9:8-9; 12:18; 14:8; 19:11; 25:12; 29:9,11 (ESV, NIV)
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Lesson 5

The Wisdom of Proverbs: Folly
The proverbs of Solomon, son of David, king of Israel.

Paragraph One – The “Simple” Fool
For the waywardness of the simple will kill them, and the complacency of fools will destroy them.
The simple believe anything, but the prudent give thought to their steps. The prudent see danger
and take refuge, but the simple keep going and pay the penalty. Let all who are simple come to my
house! Leave your simple ways and you will live; walk in the way of insight. (spoken by Wisdom to
those who have no sense)
Proverbs 1:32; 9:4,6; 14:15; 27:12 (NIV)
Paragraph Two – “The Mocking Fool”
Whoever corrects a mocker invites insults; whoever rebukes the wicked incurs abuse. Do not
rebuke mockers or they will hate you. The mocker seeks wisdom and finds none, but knowledge
comes easily to the discerning. The proud and arrogant person – “Mocker” is his name – behaves
with insolent fury. Mockers resent correction, so they avoid the wise. Mockers stir up a city, but the
wise turn away anger.
Proverbs 9:7-8a; 14:6; 15:12; 21:24; 29:8
Paragraph Three – “The Fool”
Whoever is patient has great understanding, but one who is quick-tempered displays folly. Folly
brings joy to one who has no sense, but whoever has understanding keeps a straight course. To
answer before listening – that is folly and shame. Fools mock at making amends for sin, but
goodwill is found among the upright. The lips of fools bring them strife, and their mouths invite a
beating.
Proverbs 14:9,29; 15:21; 18:6,13
Paragraph Four
A rebuke impresses a discerning person more than a hundred lashes a fool. Fools find no pleasure
in understanding but delight in airing their own opinions. A dog returns to its vomit, so fools repeat
their folly. A quick-tempered person does foolish things, and the one who devises evil schemes is
hated. The wise store up choice food and olive oil, but fools gulp theirs down.
Proverbs 14:17; 17:10; 18:2; 21:20; 26:11
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Lesson 6

The Wisdom of Proverbs-Family and Friends

Paragraph One
Better is open rebuke than hidden love. Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy
multiplies kisses. The pleasantness of one's friend springs from his earnest counsel. Do not go to
your relative’s house when disaster strikes you— better a friend nearby than a relative far away. As
iron sharpens iron, a friend sharpens a friend. He who covers over an offense promotes love, but
whoever repeats the matter separates close friends. A friend loves at all times, and a brother is
born for adversity. One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, but there is a friend who
sticks closer than a brother. Proverbs 27:5,6,9,10,17; 17:9,17; 18:24. (NIV)
Paragraph Two
Do not make friends with a hot-tempered man, do not associate with one easily angered, or you
may learn his ways and get yourself ensnared. A man who lacks judgment derides his neighbor, but
a man of understanding holds his tongue. A man lacking in judgment strikes hands in pledge and
puts up security for his neighbor. Seldom set foot in your neighbor’s house— too much of you, and
they will hate you. Telling lies about others is as harmful as hitting them with an ax, wounding them
with a sword, or shooting them with a sharp arrow. Trusting in a treacherous man in time of
trouble is like a bad tooth or a foot that slips. Like one who takes away a garment on a cold day, or
like vinegar poured on a wound, is one who sings songs to a heavy heart. If the godly compromise
with the wicked, it is like polluting a fountain or muddying a spring. He who walks with the wise
grows wise, but a companion of fools suffers harm. A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer
separates close friends. Proverbs 22:24,25; 11:12; 17:18; 25:17-20, 26; 13:20; 16:28. (NIV)
Paragraph Three
He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favor from the LORD. May you rejoice in the
wife of your youth…may you ever be captivated by her love. A wife of noble character who can
find? She is worth far more than rubies. Her husband has full confidence in her She brings him
good, not harm, all the days of her life. My son, keep your father’s command and do not forsake
your mother’s teaching. A wife of noble character is her husband's crown, but a disgraceful wife is
like decay in his bones. The wise woman builds her house, but with her own hands the foolish one
tears hers down. Proverbs 18:22; 5:18,19; 31:10-12; 6:20; 12:4; 14:1. (NIV)
Paragraph Four
Better a meal of vegetables where there is love than a fattened calf with hatred. Better a dry crust
with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting with strife. A greedy man brings trouble to his
family. As charcoal to embers and as wood to fire, so is a quarrelsome man for kindling strife.
Better to live in a desert than with a quarrelsome and ill-tempered wife. A foolish child is a father’s
ruin, and a quarrelsome wife is like the constant dripping of a leaky roof. A quarrelsome wife is like
a constant dripping on a rainy day; restraining her is like restraining the wind or grasping oil with
the hand. For the lips of the adulterous woman drip honey, and her speech is smoother than oil;
but in the end she is bitter as gall, sharp as a double-edged sword. A friend loves at all times, and a
brother is born for a time of adversity. A brother wronged is more unyielding than a fortified city;
disputes are like the barred gates of a citadel. Proverbs 15:17; 17:1; 15:27; 26:21; 19:13; 27:15-16;
5:3,4; 17:17; 18:19.(NIV)
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Lesson 7

The Wisdom of Proverbs-Wealth

Paragraph One
Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns will
be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. Riches and honor are with me,
enduring wealth and righteousness. My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold, and my yield than
choice silver. I walk in the way of righteousness, in the paths of justice, granting an inheritance to
those who love me, and filling their treasuries. The reward for humility and fear of the Lord is riches
and honor and life. Proverbs 3:9-10;8:18-21;22:4. (ESV)
Paragraph Two
A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better than silver or gold. Better
is a little with the fear of the Lord than great treasure and trouble with it. Better is a poor man who
walks in his integrity than a rich man who is crooked in his ways. A gracious woman gets honor and
violent men get riches. Remove far from me falsehood and lying; give me neither poverty nor
riches; feed me with the food that is needful for me, lest I be full and deny you and say, “Who is the
Lord?” or lest I be poor and steal and profane the name of my God. Know well the condition of your
flocks, and give attention to your herds, for riches do not last forever; and does a crown endure to
all generations? Proverbs 22:1;15:16;28:6;11:16;30:8-9;27:23-24.
Paragraph Three
Do not toil to acquire wealth; be discerning enough to desist. When your eyes light on it, it is gone,
for suddenly it sprouts wings, flying like an eagle toward heaven. A good man leaves an inheritance
to his children's children, but the sinner's wealth is laid up for the righteous. A rich man's wealth is
his strong city, and like a high wall in his imagination. Whoever oppresses the poor to increase his
own wealth, or gives to the rich, will only come to poverty. Whoever brings blessing will be
enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered. Be not one of those who give pledges, who
put up security for debts. If you have nothing with which to pay, why should your bed be taken
from under you? The hand of the diligent will rule, while the slothful will be put to forced labor.
The plans of the diligent lead surely to abundance, but everyone who is hasty comes only to
poverty. Proverbs 23:4-5;13:22;18:11;22:16;11:25;22:26-27;12:24;21:5.
Paragraph Four
But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so
that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. Therefore do
not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For
the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.
But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
“Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for
the day is its own trouble. In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must
help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed
to give than to receive.’” The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make
all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in
every good work. Matt. 6:3-4,31-34; Acts 20:35;2 Cor. 9:6-8.
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Lesson 8

The Wisdom of Proverbs: Words

Paragraph One: A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. The tongue of
the wise adorns knowledge, but the mouth of the fool gushes folly. The soothing tongue is a tree of
life, but a perverse tongue crushes the spirit. The lips of the wise spread knowledge, but the hearts
of fools are not upright. The lips of the righteous nourish many, but fools die for lack of sense. A
false witness will perish, but a careful listener will testify successfully. Those who guard their lips
preserve their lives, but those who speak rashly will come to ruin. The words of the reckless pierce
like swords, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying
tongue lasts only a moment. Fools give full vent to their rage, but the wise bring calm in the end.
Proverbs 15:1,2,4; 10:18,19; 15:7; 21:28, 13:3; 12:17-19; 29:11 (ESV,NIV)
Paragraph Two: There are six things that the LORD hates, seven that are an abomination to him:
…a lying tongue, …a false witness who breathes out lies, and one who sows discord among
brothers. A lying tongue hates its victims, and a flattering mouth works ruin. Like a club or a sword
or a sharp arrow is one who gives false testimony against a neighbor. A fortune made by a lying
tongue is a fleeting vapor and a deadly snare. A dishonest man spreads strife, and a whisperer
separates close friends. A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy person keeps a secret.
Without wood a fire goes out; without a gossip a quarrel dies down. As charcoal to embers and as
wood to fire, so is a quarrelsome person for kindling strife. If one gives an answer before he hears,
it is his folly and shame. Do you see someone who speaks in haste? There is more hope for a fool
than for them.
Proverbs 6:16-19; 26:28; 25:18; 21:6; 16:28, 11:13, 26:20,21; 18:13, 29:20 (ESV,NIV)
Paragraph Three: Better is open rebuke than hidden love. Like a gold ring or an ornament of gold
is a wise reprover to a listening ear. The rod and reproof give wisdom, but a child left to himself
brings shame to his mother. Discipline your son, and he will give you rest; he will give delight to
your heart. Whoever corrects a mocker invites insults; whoever rebukes the wicked incurs abuse.
Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate you; rebuke the wise and they will love you. A scoffer does
not listen to rebuke. He who is often reproved, yet stiffens his neck, will suddenly be broken
beyond healing. Those who disregard discipline despise themselves, but the one who heeds
correction gains understanding.
Proverbs 27:5, 25:12, 29:15, 29:17, 9:7-8, 13:1; 29:1; 15:32 (ESV,NIV)
Paragraph Four: A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver. Gracious words are
like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the body. From a wise mind comes wise
speech; the words of the wise are persuasive. Anxiety in a man’s heart weighs him down, but a
good word makes him glad. A person finds joy in giving an apt reply— and how good is a timely
word! Those who guard their mouths, and their tongues keep themselves from calamity. Proverbs
25:11, 16:24, 16:23, 12:25, 15:23, 21:23 (ESV,NIV)
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A Summary of Job 1 and 2
The introductory chapters in the book of Job set the stage for the true drama of Job—the
dialogue between Job and his friends and also with God. The setting is Uz, not Israel, and none of
the major characters are Jewish making this a universal message for all people.
Job was a wealthy influential man. He had a large close family. He was also a man of integrity
who feared God and turned from evil. God said there was no one like him on the whole planet.
The introduction flips between scenes in the spiritual realm and earth. It begins with a
gathering of God’s heavenly council. Satan (the accuser/the adversary) also came having been
roaming the earth. God drew his attention to godly Job. Satan contended that Job only feared God
because of what he got out of it. In our words, he was interested in the gifts but not really the Giver
of the gifts. If God would cease protecting and blessing Job, he would turn and curse God. God put
all that Job had into the hands of Satan but would not allow him to physically harm Job. We, the
readers, know there is a cosmic battle raging focused on godly Job but no one in the story has any
idea of the bigger picture.
Back on earth, Satan unleashed great evil against Job and he lost all of his wealth and even his
children in a series of heartbreaking events. Job was devastated and grieved. However, even in his
grief, he worshipped and he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return.
The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.” Job 1:21
Again the spiritual being presented themselves to God and Satan was present. God pointed that
that Job had held to his integrity and worshipped God. Satan asserted that Job would do anything
to protect his own body and life. God again gave Satan permission to harm Job but not to take his
life.
Back on earth, Job was totally covered with painful oozing sores. Again, Job did not curse God.
“Shall we receive good from God, and shall we not receive evil?” Job 2:10 Job’s friends who lived in
other countries heard about his great misfortune and came to comfort him. They were shocked by
his appearance and realizing the depth of his pain, sat with him in silence for seven days. Chapter 3
and our lesson begins when Job speaks.
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Psalm 145
A Song of Praise. Of David.
1. I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever.
2. Every day I will bless you and praise your name forever and ever.
3. Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is unsearchable.
4. One generation shall commend your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts.
5. On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on your wondrous works, I will meditate.
6. They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds, and I will declare your greatness.
7. They shall pour forth the fame of your abundant goodness and shall sing aloud
of your righteousness.
8. The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
9. The LORD is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made.
10. All your works shall give thanks to you, O LORD, and all your saints shall bless you!
11. They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power,
12. to make known to the children of man your mighty deeds, and the glorious splendor
of your kingdom.
13. Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures
throughout all generations.
The LORD is faithful in all his words and kind in all his works.
14. The LORD upholds all who are falling and raises up all who are bowed down.
15. The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season.
16. You open your hand; you satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17. The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind in all his works.
18. The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.
19. He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; he also hears their cry and saves them.
20. The LORD preserves all who love him, but all the wicked he will destroy.
21. My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, and let all flesh bless
his holy name forever and ever.
English Standard Version
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