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Discussion Group Guidelines

1. The Bible is the sole authority upon which we stand.

We believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God. God wants to speak to you through His word.
Please complete your lesson before using outside resources. The questions in the study booklet are
meant to guide you in comprehending the lesson. If a particular segment baffles you, just leave it
and move on. The study guide purposely includes a variety of questions. There are easy questions
for Bible beginners and challenging ones for longtime Scripture readers. Please be understanding of
our desire to appeal to a wide range of Bible students. Do feel free to call one of your small group
leaders or the teaching leaders if you have a question. Our goal is that you will have a deeper
appreciation of God’s word and a closer relationship with Him.

2. Please come prepared for small group time by having your lesson for the week completed.

On occasion, completion may not be possible although it should always be your goal. Each week
your leader will be guiding the discussion by going through the questions from this study guide. It is
a real blessing to have everyone ready to add to the discussion by having the lesson done. There
may be times when you have not been able to finish. Please do come to the Bible study and
participate anyway. You will be missed if you aren’t here!

3. Please have respect for each other’s beliefs and insights.

There are women in your small group from many different denominations and backgrounds. Please
do not criticize any church or religious organization. Since God is trying to teach you, we can trust
Him to be doing similar work in the lives of everyone else in your group. If you find yourself
disagreeing with someone, take care to watch what you say.

4. Please be prompt.

Since arriving late is disruptive to your group, do try to be on time for every session if possible. On
difficult days for you, we will welcome you even if late.

5. Everyone is encouraged to participate in the discussion.

Everyone has something to share. If you are aware that you have a tendency to answer every
guestion, try not to do so. In this way, all will have a chance to participate. If you are a timid
person, please know that you have words of value to add to your group. What may seem
elementary or trivial to you may be just what someone else needs to hear. The interaction within
your group can be a wonderful time of sharing, learning, and growing with other women.
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6. Cell phone interruptions are distracting.

As a rule, cell phones should be silenced during both small and large group sessions, and we would
appreciate it if you would refrain from texting. Nevertheless, we realize that there are
circumstances, such as a sick child at home, which may require contact. We value your attempts to
attend the Bible study. Therefore, if your cell phone rings or vibrates, please leave quickly to a quiet
area. During the large group teaching time, please sit at the end of a back row if your phone is on. If
you do receive a call, kindly exit quietly before answering.

7. Present your prayer requests in a tasteful manner. It is more important to pray for each other
than to try to fix one another’s problems.

Prayer petitions should be handled without embarrassment to anyone, whether that person is
present or not. If you would like, you may share more in depth with your leader. She will be happy
to spend some time listening to you and praying for you. In this way, everyone will have time to
express her request or praise. When others share prayer requests, it isn’t as important to discuss or
try to fix their problems as it is to pray for them. “How can we pray for you in this situation?” will
be our guideline.

8. Keep to yourself everything that is shared within your group. Personal information should
not be repeated outside the group.

Privacy is so critical. It is hard for people to open up and share if they feel as if everything they say
will soon be public knowledge. Harmony and spiritual growth will occur more readily in an
atmosphere of love and trust.

9. Generosity in your donations is vital and appreciated.

No one should feel under pressure to give money each week. However, the majority of your
contribution is used to support our extensive Kids in the Word ministry. Moms should keep in mind
the benefit their little ones are receiving from this program. Additionally, each woman without
young children should feel some responsibility in making it possible for those caring for young ones
to attend and for educating the children about God’s love.

Women in the Word now offer the option of donation by text message. To utilize this new method
of giving, simply text 970-Dol-Give (364-4483) with the amount you want to give followed by
WITW, which designates that your donation will support the Women in the Word ministry.

For example: “20 WITW” will donate $20 to Women in the Word.

10. Source information.

As our speakers work on their talks and writing questions for their lessons, they may consult a
variety of biblical literature. For the sake of time, our speakers do not cite their sources unless



explicitly quoting someone. However, if you would like further information on sources, please
request it from that speaker.

Abbreviations for commonly used Bible translations:
ESV — English Standard Version

NASB — New American Standard Bible

NIV — New International Version

NLT — New Living Translation

11. Recording of the Large Group Teachings are available to listen to online.

If you miss a week or wish to review a teaching, the Large Group Teachings are available on our
website at www.faithepc.org/women or on our podcast channel, “Faith Church Women.”

12. When the Thompson School District R2-J dismisses school for snowy weather, Women in the
Word will not be meeting.

To check with the district on closures, phone 970-613-6788. If school is closed, that week’s lesson
will be skipped. The next week, we will do the scheduled lesson.

13. lliness Policy.

We enjoy seeing you, but please, if you are experiencing symptoms such as headache, runny nose,
sore throat, fever, etc., it would be better for you to stay home.

14. Tuesday Morning Schedule:
8:45— 9:00 Coffee Fellowship - Hall of Faith
9:00-10:20 Small group discussion - Individual Rooms

10:20 - 10:30 Break/travel time
10:30-11:00 Song, prayer, teaching - Sanctuary

Come to learn, grow, share, and have fun!
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Kids in the Word
Information

Mission:
To provide a fun, safe, loving atmosphere while introducing children to the love of Jesus.

What We Do in Kids in the Word:

We are a program that meets in the Children’s Ministry Area of Faith Church while mothers are in their
Women in the Word Bible study. We will teach Bible stories, pray for and with children, worship, participate
in crafts and activities, and if weather permits, we will even enjoy outside play. All will be done intentionally
to help children understand important truths about God.

Registration & Infant/Toddler Care Form:

When you register yourself for the study, you will have the opportunity to click on a link to indicate your
interest in Kids in the Word. On the first day of Bible study, if you are new to Kids in the Word, we’ll have
you complete the Infant or Toddler Care Form in the Children’s area so that we know how to best care for
your child.

Check-in and Check-out Policy:

Each week we ask you to check your child in at the Kiosk in the Welcome area. You will get a name tag for
your child with a number on it and a guardian tag for you with that same number. Please put the name tag
on your child’s back when you drop them off and hang on to your guardian tag. At pick up, you will show
the childcare worker your guardian tag and they will match it to your child’s name tag. Please make sure
your child is picked up no later than 11:15 AM.

Snacks:

Each week we will offer a gluten-free, nut-free, diary-free snack for your child. On the Infant/Toddler Care
form, make note of any dietary concerns or special feeding instructions.

Sick Child Policy:

If your child shows signs or symptoms such as fever (100 or higher), vomiting or diarrhea (in the last 24
hours), unexplained rash, runny nose with colored discharge, pink eye, or croup, please keep them at home
for extra rest and TLC. Then text Pam to let her know so staffing changes can be made. If symptoms develop
during Kids in The Word, you will be contacted to come and take your child home.



General Reminders:

All teachers are experienced with children and have passed background checks and are First Aid certified.
They are here because they love kids and have a passion for teaching kids about Jesus.

To assist your child’s ability to adjust and join in the fun sooner, give hugs and say goodbyes quickly. Your
child will then enter the room and be encouraged to participate in opening activities.

Please provide a jacket, diapers, and a change of clothes each day your child attends Kids in the Word. Make
sure all your child’s personal items are labeled. This includes bottles and diaper bags.

We are excited for Kids in the Word this year! If you have any questions or concerns, please contact our
Children’s Ministry Director and Kids in the Word Director, Pam Cray.

Contact information: Pamc@faithepc.org Church phone: 970-663-0522
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Lesson 1 The Anointing of David

Memorable Verse: “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims His
handiwork.” Psalm 19:1 (ESV)

Read 1 Samuel 16:1-5.
1. What are some things Samuel is feeling and why?

2. What does God direct him to do and how does he respond?

3. Notice that Samuel takes his concern to the LORD, it is acknowledged, and the LORD guides him
in what he should do. What can we learn from Samuel’s relationship with God in this section?

Read 1 Samuel 16:6-13.
4. Describe the process of finding the future king.

5. How does God’s criterion vary from Samuel’s?

6. When have you found goodness or beauty in a person or situation which, from the outside, led
you to expect something different?

Read 1 Samuel 16:14-23.
7. What changes take place for Saul?

8. For David?



Read Psalm 19:1-11.
9. Many of the ideas in Psalm 19 may have begun as David spent his time alone in the hills with
the sheep. In verses 1-6, what can we learn about God from His creation?

10. In verses 7-9, David focuses on the value of the word of God. Fill in the chart to see what he is
highlighting.

Synonyms for the Word of Qualities of the Word of Results/Additional Aspects
God God

11. How have you seen these facts about the word of God be true in your life?

12. What is the difference between that which is known of God through nature (vv. 1-6) and
through the Bible (vv. 7-11)?

Go to Review #1, page 18
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 2 David and Goliath

Memorable Verse: “All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the
LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 1 Samuel
17:47 (NIV)

Read 1 Samuel 17:1-3. Refer to David’s Reign map on page 66.
1. Describe the battlefield.

Read 1 Samuel 17:4-11.
2. How does this one-on-one battle determine the outcome for both sides?

3. Goliath issues the Philistines’ challenge to the Israelites in verses 8-10. In what way are Saul and
the Israelites affected by Goliath’s words?

Read 1 Samuel 17:12-33, 42.
4. David is seen differently by others.
(a) How does David’s family view his role in their lives?

(b) What is Saul’s first impression of David?

(c) After Goliath “looked David over,” how does he assess David as his challenger?

5. Goliath defies the Israelites, again. How does David respond to Goliath’s challenge?

Read 1 Samuel 17:34-37.
6. Inverse 32, David volunteers to fight Goliath. Despite his self-qualifications to battle Goliath,
who does David credit for deliverance from the wild beasts and from Goliath?



Read 1 Samuel 17:38-47.
7. Saul is the king of Israel, a skilled warrior, and a very tall man (1 Samuel 9:2). He should
probably be the one to fight Goliath. Why would Saul accept David’s volunteering to do so?

8. David and Goliath exchange words on the battlefield. What does each man depend on to win
the battle?
(a) Goliath?

(b) David?

9. Infacing the “giants” in your life, ...
(a) when have you been overwhelmed with fear and discouragement, as the Israelites were?

(b) when do you rely on your own resources to achieve victory, as Goliath did?

(c) when do you choose faith and trust in God, as David did?

Read 1 Samuel 17:48-52.
10. After David slays Goliath, how does each army respond?

Read Psalm 33.
11. How do these verses reflect David’s faith and trust in God as his deliverer? Provide at least
three specific verses on which you base your conclusions.

11

Go to Review #1, page 18
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 3 David and Saul |

Memorable Verse: “And David had success in all his undertakings, for the LORD was with him.”
1 Samuel 18:14 (ESV)

Read 1 Samuel 18.
1. God had promised the kingdom to David. After the victory over Goliath, why might these events
have caused David to feel God would make it easy for him to become king?

(a) How would you explain Saul’s reaction to David’s success?

(b) Why do the people and Saul regard David so differently?

Read 1 Samuel 19:8-24.
2. Make a list of the evil plans in chapter 18 and this passage that Saul designs for David. Next to
each one, describe how God protects David or turns the evil into good.

Read 1 Samuel 21:1-9.

3. When David approaches Ahimelech, what does he need? How desperate is he?

(a) What lie does David tell?

(b) Describe some possible distortion(s) we see appear in David’s view of God’s protection and
provision.

4. In Matthew 12:1-4 and Luke 6:1-5, Jesus supports Ahimelech’s decision to give the bread to
David and his men. When might it be right to disregard religious rituals?
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Read 1 Samuel 22:6-10.
5. List the attitudes and emotions Saul appears to have in these verses?

6. From what we’ve seen of David thus far, how do Saul’s attitudes and emotions compare to the
words and actions taken by David?

Read 1 Samuel 22:7-23.
7. Describe the action (or inaction) of the servants of Saul when told to kill the priests.

(a) What was the result of their response to Saul’s command?

(b) How have you seen similar examples of this type of response to evil, and its ultimate result?

8. David takes responsibility for these deaths. What lessons might he have learned:
(a) About trusting people?

(b) About trusting Saul?

(c) About trusting God?

Go to Review #1, page 18
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 4 David and Saul 2

Read 1 Samuel 23:7-14.
1. David rescued Keilah and considered it a place of refuge, yet God told him this place would give

him up to Saul. How might David have felt about that?

Read 1 Samuel 23:19-29.
2. Describe the situation between Saul and David in verses 26-27.

3. Inthe face of a possible deadly confrontation with Saul, what does God do to rescue David?

4. What can this unexpected reprieve teach us about obeying the voice of God despite assumed
outcomes?

Read 1 Samuel 24.
5. Even though David’s men encouraged him to kill Saul, what were David’s reasons for refusing to
take that opportunity?

(a) What would the broader political implications have been had David killed Saul?

(b) When has God called you to trust His timing and take the moral high road, like David did in
this passage?
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6. What lesson is the LORD teaching David in this chapter? What may He have been preparing him
for?

Read 1 Samuel 26.
7. Discuss what is similar/dissimilar between this opportunity to kill Saul in verses 7-18 and the
opportunity in the cave (24:3-11)?

8. Has God ever taken you back through the same lesson? What impact has that had on your
relationship with Him?

9. By positioning himself in the center of the Israelite camp, what does David demonstrate as it

relates to his faith and confidence in God?

10. In what ways do you see the dynamic start to shift between Saul and David in this chapter?

11. How many times does David make the decision to trust God in these three chapters?
Trace how God has increased your confidence in Him through challenges in your life.

Go to Review #1, page 18
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 5 Covenant Friendship

Memorable Verse: “Jonathan said to David, ‘Go in peace, for we have sworn friendship with each
other in the name of the LORD, saying, “The LORD is witness between you and me, and between
your descendants and my descendants forever.”’” 1 Samuel 20:42 (NIV)

Read 1 Samuel 18:1-4. Refer to Covenant Friendship article on page 67.
1. Inverse 1 we are told “the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David” and that Jonathan
“loved him [David] as himself.” (ESV). Discuss the meaning of these two phrases.

2. Jonathan gives David several articles of his clothing and weapons.
(a) Specify the significance of these items Jonathan gives to David.
(i) Robe and Tunic

(ii) Sword and Bow

(b) What do Jonathan’s gifts reveal about how he has positioned himself in his relationship with
David?

(c) Share about a person who has been this kind of friend to you.

Read 1 Samuel 19:1-7.
3. Inverse 1, Saul tells Jonathan and all the servants to kill David. What are the two things

Jonathan does in response to his father’s command?
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Read | Samuel 20:1-42.
4. Describe a few ways in which David and Jonathan have supported each other when faced with
adversity.

5. What does this new covenant with the house of David (vv. 13-17) add to the previous covenant
of friendship (1 Samuel 18:3)?

Read 1 Samuel 23:15-18.
6. Jonathan goes to David, who is in hiding from Saul.
(a) How does Jonathan encourage his friend, David?

(b) Jonathan and David make a third covenant (v. 18). What three elements of the covenant are
stated in Jonathan’s words to David in verse 17?

7. God is the third party in the covenant friendship of David and Jonathan. Give some ways this is
demonstrated in their friendship.

Read 2 Samuel 9:1-13.
8. David remembers Jonathan’s covenant (1 Samuel 23:18) with the house of David. What does
David do to honor that covenant as seen in 2 Samuel 9:7, 9-10?

9. David and Jonathan’s friendship models Proverbs 17:17 and 18:24. What are some ways you
can be that same kind of friend in your own relationships?

Go to Review #1, page 18
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Review #1

Lesson 1 -
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?

2. God used David’s time as a shepherd to prepare him for the future. How have you seen God
prepare you for something you didn’t know was coming?

Lesson 2 -
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?

2. David slayed the “giant” in the power of God. How can we use this same principle in our
battles? See Ephesians 6:10-12.

Lesson 3 -
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?
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2. 1 Samuel 18 describes Saul’s reaction to David’s success. How does James 3:13-18 give us
guidance on countering such emotions?

Lesson 4 -
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?

2. How is God inviting you, like David, to trust His timing, remain faithful to His ways, and leave
the outcome in His hands - even when you have the opportunity to take matters into your own
control?

Lesson 5 —
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?

2. David and Jonathan’s friendship is a foreshadowing of the friendship Jesus offers us (John
15:15). What are some ways Jesus has shown you His unconditional love as your friend?
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Lesson 6 Wanderings 1

Read 1 Samuel 21:10-15. See David’s Reign Map on page 66.

1. Jonathan had told David, “Flee, you are not safe here!” permanently closing this chapter of
David’s life. David takes off alone. Where will he be safe? Who can he trust? Put yourself in
David’s sandals.

(a) What are you feeling?

(b) What are you grieving?

2. David flees the country, going to the Philistine king, Achish. Describe the reception he receives
there and his creative response.

Read 1 Samuel 22:1-5.
3. Who joins David at the cave of Adullam?

4. Why might David be concerned about his parents’ safety? See the context of 21:1-6 and
22:11-19.

Read 1 Samuel 25:1-3.
5. How does the author set the stage for the coming story?

Read 1 Samuel 25:4-11.
6. David, through his men, makes a culturally reasonable request of Nabal. What is Nabal’s
response?
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Read 1 Samuel 25:12-13, 21-22.
7. What is David’s reaction to Nabal’s words and actions?

8. This incident is flanked by chapters 24 and 26, with David refusing to kill King Saul who has

caused him years of great hardship. We are not told why Nabal triggered such a violent reaction
in David.

(a) Using your imagination, list at least three possible reasons.

(b) What are some things which can cause unexpected emotions in you?

Read 1 Samuel 25:14-35.

9. Abigail gathers a generous amount of food and rides to meet David. Highlight the main points
of her appeal to David in the following verses.
(a) 24-25 and 27-28a

(b) 26

(c) 28b-29

(d) 30-31

10. Describe David’s response to Abigail’s appeal.

Read | Samuel 25:36-43.
11. Recap the rest of the story.

Go to Review #2, page 38
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 7 Wanderings 2

Memorable Verse: “But David found strength in the LORD his God.” 1 Samuel 30:6b (NIV)

Read 1 Samuel 27:1-28:2.
1. David has been running for his life from Saul for a long time. According to 27:1, what
conclusions does David reach?

2. Putyourself in David’s shoes. What doubts and fears may have been going through his mind?

3. Compare 1 Samuel 26:7-10, 23-24 with 27:1.
(a) How has David’s outlook shifted, so that escaping to the land of his enemies now seems his
best option?

(b) Do you agree with his conclusion?
(c) Which phrase signals that David’s reasoning is internal and private rather than made
prayerfully?

(d) Read Proverbs 3:5-6. Where is David putting his trust?

4. Think back to a time when you experienced exhaustion, uncertainty, or opposition.
(a) How did you feel?

(b) Did that experience draw you away from God or toward Him?

5. Achish, a Philistine enemy of Israel, plays a major role in this part of David’s story.

(a) Describe his position and his motivation for collaborating with David.

(b) How does he receive David, according to verses 3-6 and 12°?

(c) What does he give David?
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Read 1 Samuel 29.

6. How does Achish justify his trust in David, and why don’t the other Philistine commanders trust
him?

7. Lay out David’s dilemma in chapter 29.

&. How does God deliver David from this dilemma?

9. Recall a “rejection” or closed door in your life that later proved to be God’s protection. How
does hindsight reshape the way you read present disappointments?

Read 1 Samuel 30.
10. What do David and his men discover on returning to Ziklag, and how do they respond?

11. Review David’s treatment of the men who were too weary to complete the pursuit and stayed
behind with the luggage. How do his actions and reasoning indicate his potential for being a
godly king?

12. Where do you look for guidance and strength when you are near the limits of your capacity?
Consider Psalm 18:1-3, Psalm 46:1, and Matthew 11:28-30 as you reflect.

Go to Review #2, page 38
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 8 A Psalm of Lament

Memorable Verse: Psalm 13:1, "How long, O LORD? Will You forget me forever? How long will
You hide Your face from me?" (NASB)

Psalms of lament are one of the largest groups of psalms. They follow a basic structural form: an
introductory call to God, the complaint, a statement of trust, a petition or cry for help, a reason
why God should act, and finally a vow of praise. These psalms capture the felt response of God’s
people living in a broken world.

Read Psalm 13 aloud. Notice the psalm is built around three persons: I/author, You/God,
they/enemy.

1. What does David say about each person? List what you observe.
(a) I/me —
(b) You/God —

(c) They/enemy —

Verses 1-2: The Call and the Complaint

2. What is the difference between being forgotten by someone and having them hide their face
from you?

3. Did God truly forget David? What does the question itself reveal about the nature of lament?

4. Consider a time when your timetable and God’s were out of sync. What did waiting feel like,
and how did it impact your trust in Him?

5. Lament psalms are a call to honesty and transparency. What are some barriers we experience
to this level of openness?

Verses 3-4: The Statement of Trust, Petition, and Reasons God Should Act

6. David refers to God as "LORD my God," even in the middle of his complaint. What does the
possessive reveal about his relationship with God?



25

nmn

7. The petition is usually given as a strong imperative (e.g., "listen," "save," or "punish"). What are
David’s three petitions, and what does each tell us about what he needs?

8. If God does not act and answer, what does David reason (expect?) will happen?

Read Verses 5-6: The Vow of Praise

9. What empowers David to move forward from lament and petition to rejoicing and singing, even
before his circumstances have changed?

10. Read David’s words in Psalm 103:8-14. What characteristics and actions of God does David
describe here? How do these truths inform the vow of praise in Psalm 13?

11. David’s salvation in Psalm 13:5 is situational. Read Romans 1:16.

(a) What does Paul mean when he uses the word "salvation"?

(b) How does David’s definition of salvation differ from Paul’s?

(c) In what way does Paul’s definition build on David’s without replacing it?

12. When we are in a state of lament, it is tempting to stop at the lament, wrestling with our
thoughts. What might help us move all the way through the process from

Go to Review #2, page 38
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 9 Death of Saul

Read 1 Samuel 31:1-6.
1. While David and his men are engaged in the crisis at Ziklag, what is happening between the
Philistines and the men of Israel on Mt. Gilboa?

2. Review 1 Samuel 28:15-19. What did Samuel prophesy would happen in this battle and why do
you think God allowed such an unusual prophecy?

3. How did Saul die?

4. Why did the armor bearer refuse Saul’s request?

Read 1 Samuel 31:7-13.
5. What actions do each of these groups take after the death of Saul?
(a) The citizens of Israelite cities nearby and beyond the Jordan

(b) The Philistines

(c) The men of Jabesh Gilead

6. Refer back to 1 Samuel 11:1-11. Note the motivation for the valiant behavior of the men of

Jabesh Gilead. What did they risk?

Read 2 Samuel 1:1-16.
7. Upon hearing of the outcome of the battle on Mt. Gilboa, what is David’s first reaction and that
of his men?



8. The young Amalekite describes himself as the son of a sojourner, a resident foreigner.
(a) Why might he have lied about his role in Saul’s death?

(b) Reflect on David’s actions toward this young man. Was David justified? Why or why not?

Read 2 Samuel 1:17-27 - David’s Lament of the Bow.
9. David said his lament should be taught to the people of Judah.
(a) Even though Saul was David’s enemy, how did David describe Saul in verses 19, 23-247?

(b) As Israel’s next king, what good might this public lament have accomplished in these
unsettled times for the citizens and for David?

10. Reread 2 Samuel 1:24-26.
(a) How does David describe Jonathan?

(b) Compare this description with that of Saul.

11. Consider the people who have made life difficult for you, that you are learning to love
unconditionally and forgive. How is David’s heart toward Saul an inspiration to you?

12. David, the poet and musician, memorialized Saul and Jonathan in this song of lament. Recall
loved ones in your life and share, if you would like, ways that you could have memorialized
them.
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Go to Review #2, page 38
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 10 Beginning of the New Reign

Memorable Verse: “And the Lord said to you, ‘You shall be shepherd of my people Israel, and you
shall be prince over Israel.” ” 2 Samuel 5:2b (ESV)

Read 2 Samuel 2:1-11.
1. How does David determine what he should do after King Saul’s death?

2. How is God’s faithfulness to David demonstrated in verses 1-47?

3. 2 Samuel 2:4-7 records David’s first act as king of Judah. What does this reveal about his
character, and how would this action help him to be accepted as king?

4. God has promised that David would be king over all the nation, yet David does not try to
prevent Saul’s son from being crowned. What does this inaction indicate about David?

Read 2 Samuel 2:12-3:1.

5. Although Saul is dead, Abner and Ish-bosheth are determined to continue the war. What does
this gory passage reveal about:
(a) Asahel’s foolish zeal?

(b) Abner as a pragmatic schemer?

(c) God’s continuing purpose for David?

Read 2 Samuel 4.
6. (a) What kind of men are Rechab and Baanah and how do they misjudge David?

(b) Identify ways selfish opportunism can be disguised as religious zeal today?

Read 2 Samuel 5:1-5.
7. What do the tribes of Israel realize about David?
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(a) David was perhaps 15 years old when he was first anointed by Samuel. If so, how long has

he waited to see God fulfill his promise?

(b) What has David learned that will make him a better ruler?

8. Consider the times in your own life when God has seemed to delay. What lessons did you learn
from your experience? (If you wish, share these with your small group, and take time to pray
for those among you who are currently waiting for something they need from God.)

Read 2 Samuel 5:6-15.

9. (a) How do the Jebusites mock David?

(b) Explain David’s strategy.

(c) What is the key to David’s success? (vv. 10, 12)

10. Read 2 Samuel 3:2-5 and 5:13-15, then read Deuteronomy 17:14-20. What hints of trouble do
you see for David?

Read Psalm 18. Although this psalm is not specifically attached to the beginning of David’s reign, it
articulates what David must feel as he becomes king of Israel.

11. What does this psalm say about David’s attitudes:
(a) Concerning his experiences?

(b) Concerning his kingship?

(c) Concerning his view of God?

Go to Review #2, page 38
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 11 The Moving of the Ark

Memorable Verse: “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.”
1 Chronicles 16:34 (NIV)

Read 2 Samuel 6:1-5.
1. The ark of the covenant is the very presence of Yahweh among His people. Describe the ark
(Exodus 25:10-21).

2. The “covenant” in the ark of the covenant refers to the first one God made with Moses and the
people of Israel at Horeb. What is this covenant (Deuteronomy 4:13, 5:2)?

3. AsKing of Israel, David conquers Jerusalem and wages war with the Philistines (2 Samuel 5:3-
25). He then moves the ark to Jerusalem. Comment on David’s heart and priorities?

Read 2 Samuel 6:6-12.
4. The ark is the most “holy thing.” Lest you die, God warns in Numbers 4:15, 19, do not touch the
ark. Describe the tragedy which happens at the threshing floor of Nakon?

5. How does David respond to what God does?

6. Both David and Uzzah have good intentions but do not understand the holiness of God. How
can we be in danger of making the same mistake?
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7. The ark can be a source of terror, but David discovers the ark can also be a source of blessing.
What does David do when he learns this?

Read 2 Samuel 6:13-23 and 1 Chronicles 16:1-36.
8. The Ark is brought into Jerusalem with great joy. What impresses you most about this
celebration?

9. What are a few of your favorite verses in David’s song of thanks. Why?

10. David and his wife, Michal, have an unpleasant interchange when David returns home. What is
Michal’s expressed opinion of David’s dancing and celebrating before the LORD God?

(a) Describe David’s comeback to her?

(b) What does this reveal about how David sees himself as Yahweh’s humble servant versus
warrior king?

11. God’s presence is always with us because of the indwelling of the Holy Spirt, but we feel His
presence differently at different times. Share a time when you have experienced His presence.

Go to Review #2, page 38
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 12 Planning the Temple

Memorable Verse: “David also said to Solomon his son, ‘Be strong and courageous, and do the
work. Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the LORD God, my God, is with you. He will not fail you
or forsake you until all the work for the service of the temple of the LORD is finished.””

1 Chronicles 28:20 (NIV)

Read 2 Samuel 7:1-3.

1. David is finally at rest from his enemies and has time to focus on other things. Rephrase his
conversation with the prophet Nathan in your own words.

(a) What is missing in their decision-making process?

(b) How might it be dangerous to advise someone, “go do all that is in your heart, for the LORD
is with you”?

Read 2 Samuel 7:4-17.

2. How does God’s response in verses 6-7 reveal His perspective on David’s desire to build Him a
house?

3. God recites His past actions and describes the Davidic Covenant here. List in the chart below
what God has done and what He says He will do.

Past Actions Promises for the Future

Read 2 Samuel 7:18-29.
4. Why might it be significant that David “sat before God” as he composed this prayer of praise?
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5. David hoped to build God a temporary house in Jerusalem. God responded by promising David
an eternal “house” and throne. Review verses 13-29 and write down what will happen
“forever,” along with the verse number where each phrase is found.

Read 1 Chronicles 28:1-8.
6. Who is David addressing here?

7. Why is David not allowed to build the temple according to this passage?

8. Think back to a time when God said no to something you deeply desired to do.

(a) How did you respond?

(b) What did you learn?

Read 1 Chronicles 28:9-20.

9. What challenges or vulnerabilities does David acknowledge that Solomon will face as he begins
this task?

10. What words of encouragement, practical support, and solemn caution does David give Solomon
as he entrusts him with the building of the LORD’s temple?

11. Think of a younger person in your life to whom you might be a mentor. What have you done or
could you do to help build godliness in that person’s life?

Go to Review #2, page 38
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Review #2
Lesson 6 -
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?

2. Sometimes shifts in our lives come by our own choice. Sometimes, like David fleeing Saul, the
change is out of our control. Share ways in which God has used change in your life.

Lesson 7 -
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?

2. God’s name is not mentioned in chapter 27. What might this omission suggest about the
narrative, and why?

Lesson 8 -
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?

2. Compare Psalm 13 with Revelation 6:9-11. What are the saints asking in the latter passage,
and how does God respond?

Lesson 9 -
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?
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2. Reflect on the values that motivated Saul, Jonathan, and David. What did each man consider
most important in life? How did their beliefs shape their destiny and legacy?

Lesson 10 -
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?

2. In 2 Samuel 5:1-3, the tribes of Israel anointed David king of all Israel. In addition to ruler (or
prince), what role was David asked to assume in verse 2 and how does this role shape the
responsibility of being a ruler?

Lesson 11 -
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?

2. In moving the ark, David experienced the fear of the holiness of God and the joy of being in
God’s presence. Which of these (or both) would you like to strengthen in your life? How can you
do this?

Lesson 12 -
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?

2. Read Proverbs 3:11-12 and Hebrews 12:6 in light of 2 Samuel 7:14-16. Contrast how God dealt
with Solomon’s sin versus Saul’s sin. How can this help us understand the ways God addresses sin
in His children today?



40

Lesson 13 David and Bathsheba

Read all of 2 Samuel 11:1-12:31 as you would read a story in a novel.
1. Summarize in your own words the main events of this story (include the setting, the people,
their actions and consequences).

2. Compare and contrast David’s actions with the person we have come to know in our previous
lessons.

3. David and Bathsheba illustrate the dangers of turning from God’s ways. What are ways you try
to hide or cover up your sin?

Read 2 Samuel 11:6-27.
4. Describe in your own words the character and actions of Uriah.

(a) What can we learn about integrity from Uriah?

(b) Consider David’s misuse of power shown towards Uriah. How does it relate to today's
context, and how should we respond?

5. David also involves Joab (his nephew) in the cover-up of his sin. What do we learn about Joab?
(a) 1 Chronicles 11:6-9

(b) 2 Samuel 3:26-30, 39

(c) What would you imagine Joab’s response was to David’s request of him with Uriah?
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Questions covering 2 Samuel 12:1-15 will be in next week’s lesson along with Psalm 51, which was
written in response to Nathan’s confrontation of David.

Read 2 Samuel 12:15-25.
6. In what ways does the consequence of David's sin affect his personal life?

7. Describe David’s agony and grief over his first son by Bathsheba?

(a) What did David understand about death and heaven?

(b) How did God comfort David in his grief?

Read 2 Samuel 12:26-31. David has now joined the army again. The timing of this event is

uncertain. We know it is in Rabbah, where Uriah was murdered.

8. Why did Joab send a message to David? What is inferred in his message? How did David
respond?

9. How does the outcome of the battle affect David’s reputation as king?

10. Looking back over the whole story from 2 Samuel 11:1-12:31. Ask God to reveal to you what He

is teaching you about...

(a) human hearts, including your own.

(b) the consequences of sin.

(c) God’s judgment.

(d) God'’s grace.

Go to Review #3, page 50
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 14 Repentance and Forgiveness

Memorable verse: “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.”
Psalm 51:10

Read 2 Samuel 12:1-15.

1. The LORD sends Nathan the prophet to King David. Summarize in your own words the highlights
of Nathan’s parable.

2. Describe David’s initial reaction to Nathan’s story.

Read 2 Samuel 12:7-15.
3. How does Nathan describe David’s character, actions, and his relationship to God?

4. Describe the consequences Nathan outlines for David?

5. What was David’s response to being confronted about his sin in verse 13?
How have you responded when your sin has been exposed?

Read Psalm 51. This psalm was written in response to Nathan’s confrontation of David’s actions.
6. How would you describe David’s heart as he expresses himself in this psalm?

7. What are specific things David asks of God?
(a) Make a list of the words/images that describe what David wants God to do with his sin.
(vw.1,2,7,9).
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(b) Make a list of the ways David asks to be restored and what results he hopes for (vv. 8-17).

8. David was able to clearly see another's sin but was ignorant of his own.
(a) When are we most blind to our own sin?

(b) Why is it important to have a soft heart when confronted with our own sin?

(c) How can we cultivate a heart that is more aware of our own sins and more open to
correction?

9. How would you describe a broken and contrite heart (v. 10)?

10. Ponder the attributes of God mentioned in this psalm.
(a) How does David’s awareness of those attributes influence his request for forgiveness?

(b) In what ways does Psalm 51 provide comfort and reassurance during times of personal guilt
and regret? How can you implement this teaching in your life?

Pray through Psalm 51. If you have time this week, we encourage you to pause and personalize
Psalm 51 using the following approach.

READ the passage slowly, aloud if possible. Pause.
REFLECT on the passage in the silence that follows.

READ a second time, pause, and IDENTIFY a word or phrase that stands out to you from the
reading. Ponder that word or phrase.

READ a third time. Pause
RESPOND by listening to the Holy Spirit. Pray, praise, journal, or draw an image.

REST in the presence and forgiveness of God.

Go to Review #3, page 50
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 15 The Sins of Two Sons

Memorable Verse: “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity.”
Psalm 133:1

Read 2 Samuel 12:1-10.
1. Nathan is sent by the LORD to tell David a story.
(a) Explain David’s own prophetic statement about what should happen to a certain sinful
man?

(b) What is Nathan’s prophecy about David’s future?

Read 2 Samuel 13:1-14.

2. What is Amnon’s relationship to Tamar?
(a) The first verse states that Amnon has fallen in love with Tamar. Explain how the second
verse more clearly identifies his emotion.

(b) Read Deuteronomy 27:22. Why should he have checked his emotion?

3. Describe the scheme Amnon’s relative, Jonadab, designs in this segment?

4. What does Amnon’s acceptance of Jonadab’s advice say about Amnon’s character?

5. How would you characterize King David from verses 6 and 77?

6. Read carefully verses 12 and 13. List all the arguments Tamar uses to stop Amnon from doing
“this wicked thing.”
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Read 2 Samuel 13:15-22.
7. Following Tamar’s violation, what are the reactions we see from the following people?
(a) Amnon

(b) Tamar

(c) Absalom

(d) David

8. David obviously had clear knowledge of Old Testament passages about sexual sin. In view of his
enlightenment, how do you explain his reactions thus far?

Read 2 Samuel 13:23-39.
9. Characterize David’s actions and emotions toward his sons in this passage.

10. How have you, or other parents you know, felt torn between the desire to love and forgive
one’s children and the responsibility to discipline?

Read Psalm 133.
11. David may have written this psalm some time before the conflicts in this chapter. How does he
say that brothers should live together?

12. The oil of Aaron’s anointing consecrated him for holy service. In what ways does brotherly
harmony sanctify us for service to God? (John 13:34-35 and Ephesians 4:1-4)

Go to Review #3, page 50
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 16 Absalom’s Conspiracy

Read 2 Samuel 14:1-24.
1. After killing his half-brother Amnon, Absalom fled to his maternal grandfather, the king of
Geshur. Three years later, what is Joab’s plan to bring him home?

2. Review 2 Samuel 13. Compare the similarities and differences between the woman’s story and
the Amnon/Absalom situation.

3. List the variety of techniques the woman uses to persuade David to bring Absalom home.

Read 2 Samuel 14:25-33.
4. Describe Absalom’s appearance and actions.

5. How do you react to the image of Absalom that the author is revealing?

Read 2 Samuel 15:1-12.
6. With first born Amnon dead, second born Absalom is viewed as the heir apparent. What plan
does he have for taking the throne before the natural death of his father, David?

7. David also knew he would be king long before he became king. Compare his waiting and that of
Absalom. For example, see 1 Samuel 26:7-11.
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8. What questions do you have about David’s behavior up to this point in the lesson?

Read 2 Samuel 15:13-17.
9. How does David respond when he hears of Absalom’s plan?

Read 2 Samuel 15:18-37.
10. Discuss the help David receives from his friends.
(a) Ittai the Gittite and his troops (Philistines)

(b) The priests Zadok and Abiathar plus their sons

(c) Hushai the Archite

Read Psalm 55.
11. Psalm 55 may have been written about this time.
(a) Read through it and list some of the many emotions David may have been feeling as he fled
Jerusalem.

(b) What stands out to you? Why?

12. How can David’s psalm be an encouragement to you, or those you love, when it seems your
world is falling apart?

Go to Review #3, page 50
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 17 Revolt in Progress

Read 2 Samuel 16:1-4.
1. Skim 2 Samuel 9 to remind yourself who Mephibosheth and Ziba are.
(a) What gifts does Ziba bring to David?

(b) What claim does Ziba make about Mephibosheth (Jonathan’s son & King Saul’s grandson)?

2. How does David respond?

Read 2 Samuel 16:5-14.
3. Contrary to Shimei’s claim, David shed NO blood of Saul’s family. How does he respond to
Shimei’s lies, curses, and rocks?

4. Itis often a challenge for us to deal with injustice directed toward us or those we love. How do
David'’s choices challenge our natural reactions?

Read 2 Samuel 16:15-23. Review the Rules for Kings on page 68.
5. Note Hushai’s cunning words as he meets King Absalom, who he knows may kill him as David’s
friend and ally.

6. The esteemed Ahithophel’s advice is specific and focused.
(a) What does he suggest Absalom do and why?

(b) How does this action fulfill the prophecy in 2 Samuel 12:11-12?



Read Psalm 3.

This psalm was written as David fled Absalom. Fill in the chart below.

49

The actions of David’s
enemies

The character and actions
of God

The actions of David

7. David’s knowledge and experience of God settled him during this terrifying time. How can we
grow in our experience of God? Ask God how you might go deeper with Him this week.

Read 2 Samuel 17:1-29.

8. Record phase two of Ahithophel’s plan to seize the throne.

9. What case does Hushai build for a different campaign against David?

10. Notice the pronoun used by the two advisors. Given what we know about Absalom, how might
each have been received by Absalom?

11. Discuss the actions which flow from Absalom’s decision to follow Husai’s advice.

Go to Review #3, page 50

Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Review #3

Lesson 13 -
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?

2. David is described as a man after God’s own heart (I Samuel 13:14). In your own words, what
do you think it means to be a person who is personally connected to God and aligning with His
will in their daily life? Ponder a person you know who exemplifies this and thank God for that
person.

Lesson 14 -
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?

2. Nathan the prophet came to David to confront him about his sin. What can we learn from
Nathan about how to approach a person who needs correction and repentance in their lives, or
how to respond appropriately like David did?

Lesson 15 -
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?
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2. Read 2 Samuel 8:15 in light of David’s actions towards Tamar, Amnon, and Absalom in 2
Samuel 13. David was both the father of his family and the king of a nation. Does it appear he
used the same principles at home that he used to rule the country? What could explain any
differences?

Lesson 16 -
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?

2. Absalom, impatient for his eldest-son “right” of kingship, decides to just make it happen.
When you are faced with obstacles to your goals and are tempted to “make it happen,” how do
you respond?

Lesson 17 -
1. What stood out to you in this lesson?

2. Lesson 17 leaves us with Absalom established as king and David fleeing in tears. Retell the
story through the eyes of one of the characters (not David) capturing the events and their
feelings.
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SPRING

MARCH 15, 2027-
MARCH 19, 2027
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Lesson 18 A Bitter Victory

Read 2 Samuel 18:1-18.
1. How does David the warrior reappear in this section?

2. What admonition does David give the commanders and the troops as they march off to battle?
Note: The Hebrew word translated “young man” usually refers to a child, newborn to about 20.

3. Summarize the battle.

4. How does Absalom die?

Read 2 Samuel 18:19-19:4.
5. How does Joab attempt to arrange the scenario in which David will hear the news of the battle
and of Absalom’s death?

6. As messengers bring the news to David, what appears to be David’s main concern?

7. The author gives us an unusually graphic example of deep emotion.

(a) Describe David’s grief.

(b) How might David’s sense of guilt have played into his grief? Review 2 Samuel 12:9-12.

(c) Share a time when you have had, or seen, emotions beside sorrow (anger, regret, fear, etc.)
compound grief?
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(d) How does David’s very visible expression of grief affect his loyal soldiers?

8. Though he longed for it, do you think David could have the victory which restored his kingship
and also have Absalom peacefully living in Jerusalem near him? Why or why not?

Read 2 Samuel 19:5-8a.
9. What is the logical flow of Joab’s rebuke?

Read 2 Samuel 19:8b-18 and 40-43. In this context, Israel refers to the territories further away from
Jerusalem and Judah refers to Jerusalem and the neighboring areas (David’s clan).
10. Discuss the debate among those in Israel and in Judah who had supported Absalom’s coup

now that Absalom is dead.

Read 2 Samuel 19:18b-39.
11. Summarize the interactions between David and:
(a) Shimei

(b) Mephibosheth (Notice the “he said/he said” dilemma from 2 Samuel 16:1-4.)

(c) Barzillai

Go to Review #4, page 62
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 19 Psalm of Deliverance

Memorable Verse: “As for God, His way is perfect. The LORD’s word is flawless; he shields all who
take refuge in him.” 2 Samuel 22:31 (NIV)

Read 2 Samuel 22:1-20.
1. David sings this song of praise for how Yahweh has delivered him from his enemies. He refers to
God as my . List several words that fill in the blank.

2. David cries out to God in his distress. He describes his rescue in poetic imagery and
straightforward prose. Summarize each.
(a) Poetic Imagery (vv. 5-16)

(b) Straightforward Prose (vv. 17-20)

3. Towhom is God’s anger directed (vv. 1, 3, 15, 18)?

4. The LORD God saves, rescues, supports and frees David when he is in overwhelming trouble (vv.
17-20). Why does God rescue David?

5. We can trust in God to deliver us from our troubles, as He did for David. Cite 1-2 verses which
support your confidence in God as your rescuer. Why do these verses encourage you?

Read 2 Samuel 22:21-28.
6. Inthe Old Testament, righteousness refers to a lifestyle aligned with God’s character and ways.
Describe how David demonstrates he is “righteous” before God.
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7. Describe how the LORD deals with people in accordance with how they deal with Him.

Read 2 Samuel 22:29-43.
8. David is absolutely in awe of God. How does he express this in verses 31 and 327?

9. David states what he has done with God’s help and what God has done for him. List 2-3 verses
that begin with “I” and “You.”
(a) “I” verses:

(b) “You” verses:

(c) What is the connection between God’s help and David’s actions?

Read 2 Samuel 22:44-51.
10. Discuss several ways in which God has exalted David among the nations.

11. David always credits the LORD God with his victories over his enemies. Share a time when you
were in deepest distress and God delivered you from your troubles.

Go to Review #4, page 62
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 20 David’s Census

Memorable Verse: “Let us now fall into the hand of the LORD for His mercies are great.”
2 Samuel 24:14 (NASB)

Read 2 Samuel 24:1-7, 10 and 1 Chronicles 21:1-2.
1. Read the article Who Incited David’s Census — Three Views on page 69. How do these articles
help/not help you as you wrestle with these verses?

2. What is David’s order to Joab and the commanders?

3. Though they do obey, what is the initial reaction of Joab and the commanders to David’s order?

Read 2 Samuel 24:8-14.

4. We are not told why the census is sin for David. Possible options include that it is driven by
pride, by a desire to increase his power, or a desire for security apart from God. Which of these
(or another) most resonates with you?

5. The prophet Gad comes to David.
(a) List the three choices David is given.

(b) Why does David make the choice he does?

Read 2 Samuel 24:15-25.
6. How does King David’s prayer reveal his shepherd’s heart?

7. Describe the conversation between David and Araunah the Jebusite. The Jebusites are
Canaanite people who had lived in Jerusalem before David took it as his capital.
(a) David’s request



(b) Araunah the Jebusite’s offer

(c) David’s reply

8. Consider what sacrifice God might be asking of you? What may be the cost of obedience?

9. We see two perspectives on the stopping of the plague. Record what is seen in:

(a) 24:16

(b) 24:18-19, 25

10. Discuss the interplay between the God side and the human side of this story.

11. How is David’s faith in God’s mercies validated?

12. What additional importance does this place of sacrifice and mercy have years later (2

Chronicles 3:1)?

Please fill in the Evaluation Form
On page 73
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Go to Review #4, page 62
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Lesson 21 End of an Era

Memorable Verse: “He [David] died at a good old age, having enjoyed long life, wealth and
honor. His son Solomon succeeded him as king.” 1 Chronicles 29:28. (NIV)

Read 1 Kings 1:1-4, 47-48.
1. What are some of the effects of aging on King David?

2. What implications might this have on his ability to lead the nation?

Read 1 Kings 1:5-27.
3. King David has not made a strong public declaration of who he wants to be king after him. See
the implication for this in verses 11-12, 20, 27, and 30.
(a) Adonijah, King David’s oldest living son, is seen as the natural heir. How is he setting himself
up to be king?

(b) Who supports his efforts? Because King David is not able to rule and has not declared an
heir, this is not a rebellion.

(c) Who are not invited to Adonijah’s party and what are the implications of this?

4. Nathan approaches Bathsheba with a plan.

(a) What motivation does he begin with?

(b) Summarize Nathan’s plan.

Read 1 Kings 1:28-40.
5. Record King David’s response to Bathsheba’s and Nathan’s words.
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6. How does the city respond when King David’s plan is carried out?

7. Benaiah reminds King David that the Lord has been with him. Share ways you have seen
God with you.

Read 1 Kings 1:41-53.
8. How do the people at King Adonijah’s party respond when they hear about the coronation of
King Solomon?

Read 1 Kings 2:1-12.
9. What final advice does King David give to King Solomon?

10. What final requests does he make of King Solomon?

11. Jesus is called “the son of David.” Discuss the ways in which Jesus is the fulfillment of all that is

included in God’s promise to David. See 2 Samuel 7:16, Isaiah 9:6-7, and Luke 1:28-33.

12. Review our study of David.
(a) What surprised you?

(b) How has this study impacted your life?

Go to Review #4, page 62
Answer question 1 for today’s Lesson
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Review #4
What stands out most to you in each of the closing four Lessons from David and his Psalms?
1. Lesson 18 - Bitter Victory

2. Lesson 19 — Psalm of Deliverance

3. Lesson 20 — David’s Census

4. Lesson 21 -End of an Era



APRIL 18, 2027
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About David and Jonathan’s Covenant Friendship

Often in ancient times, people or groups entered into covenant relationships. Sometimes these
covenants were between two warring factions. At other times, the lives of two people would be
knit together. That was the experience of David and Jonathan after David killed Goliath.

The Bible describes what happened: “After David had finished talking with Saul, Jonathan
became one in spirit with David, and he loved him as himself. And Jonathan made a covenant with
David because he loved him as himself. Jonathan took off the robe he was wearing and gave it to
David, along with his tunic, and even his sword, his bow and his belt.” 1 Samuel 18:1, 3-4 (NIV)

Jonathan and David had a covenant friendship, because every covenant they made was made
in the Lord. Theirs is one of the most profound friendships described in the Bible. Several
characteristics of their friendship can be used as a model for strong, healthy friendships today.
They became one in spirit. It’s not often that God knits two hearts together in this way. If a person
has one relationship in life like that, they are blessed.

When the ancients entered into a covenant, they often exchanged a piece of clothing and a
piece of armor. The clothing represented the material possessions they had. Jonathan was saying
to David, “All of my possessions are now available to you.” The sword represented an exchange of
power. Jonathan was saying that all of the power available to him as Saul’s son was now available
to David.

This covenant relationship between David and Jonathan is the clearest Old Testament picture
of the covenant relationship we have with Christ. He has said to us, “All that | possess is now yours.
All of my power belongs to you.” We have an incredible inheritance because of the covenant Christ
made with us. The Lord’s Supper is a reminder of that covenant. Every time we participate in that
great event, it is a reminder of the covenant we have with Him. We have entered into the deepest
of relationships known to man.

But there’s one last aspect of the covenant between David and Jonathan that is very important
to us. When two ancient people cut a covenant, it lasted until death. Jesus made a covenant with
us. He sacrificed Himself and shed His blood for us so that our sins can be forgiven. Even though
Jesus died, the covenant is still active because Jesus rose from the dead and lives today and
forever. So, His covenant with us is eternal.

Reference: https://sammytippit.org/co-laborer-level-4/c11-q/



https://sammytippit.org/co-laborer-level-4/c11-q/
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Rules for Kings
Deuteronomy 17:14-20

When you come to the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you possess it and
dwell in it and then say, ‘I will set a king over me, like all the nations that are around me, you may
indeed set a king over you whom the LORD your God will choose. One from among your brothers
you shall set as king over you. You may not put a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. Only
he must not acquire many horses for himself or cause the people to return to Egypt in order to
acquire many horses, since the LORD has said to you, ‘You shall never return that way again. And
he shall not acquire many wives for himself, lest his heart turn away, nor shall he acquire for
himself excessive silver and gold.

And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a book a copy of
this law, approved by the Levitical priests. And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the
days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God by keeping all the words of this law and
these statutes, and doing them, that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he
may not turn aside from the commandment, either to the right hand or to the left, so that he may
continue long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel.

Ancient Near Eastern “Rules” of Kingship

1. Kings rule by divine appointment.
2. Kingship usually passes from father to oldest son.
3. Kings consolidate power by marrying foreign royalty.
4. Loyalty of top officials is essential.
5. To establish a new dynasty, one must:
Kill the king
Kill the king’s male relatives (eliminate rivals)
Rape the king’s wives (royal conquest)
Establish one’s right to rule (royal apology)
Information from: Engaging the Former Prophets
by Dr Carman Imes

Notice that only #1 matches God'’s list for kings.
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Who Incited David’s Census? — Three Views

Again the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he incited David against them,
saying, “Go, number Israel and Judah.” 2 Samuel 24:1 (ESV)

Then Satan stood against Israel and incited David to number Israel. 1 Chronicles 21:1 (ESV)

Then David spoke to the LORD and said, “Behold, | have sinned, and | have done wickedly.”
2 Samuel 24:17 (ESV)

The First View
Who Called David’s Census—God or Satan? by Dr Lain Duguid © Ligonier Ministries (9/6/2022).
Used by permission of Ligonier Ministries. All rights reserved.

At first sight, David’s census, which is recorded for us in 2 Samuel 24 and in 1 Chronicles 21,
provides one of the more obvious “contradictions” in the Bible. According to 2 Samuel 24:1, “Again
the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he incited David against them, saying, ‘Go,
number Israel and Judah.”” However, 1 Chronicles 21:1 says, “Then Satan stood against Israel and
incited David to number Israel.” So was it the Lord or Satan who was responsible for inciting David
into this sin?

The first point to notice is that the Chronicler uses Samuel-Kings as his basic source material
for Israel’s history, and in many places quotes it verbatim. In other places, he adds material from
other sources that is not found in Samuel-Kings, while in yet others he reshapes the material in
Samuel-Kings to bring out points he was particularly keen to emphasize for the sake of his
particular audience.

In Samuel-Kings, the focus of the story is on the exile as the culminating judgment to the sin
of multiple generations of Israelites, answering the question of the exiles, “Was the Lord not
powerful enough to protect us against the Babylonian gods?” But that answer created a new
concern among the exiles—that the Lord was unfairly judging one generation for the sins of
previous generations: “The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on
edge” (Jer. 31:29; Ezek. 18:2). To the contrary, the Chronicler was keen to highlight how on many
occasions the Lord consistently judged sin and blessed faithfulness at the time it occurred. These
two perspectives are complementary: the Lord in His patience waits long to judge His people, but
His judgment never falls upon an innocent generation, because each generation is weighed down
by their own sins (see Ezek. 18). Any generation can humble themselves, repent, turn to the Lord,
and receive favor from Him (2 Chron. 7:14).

In one sense, David himself was responsible for numbering the people. That was not merely
unwise but sinful, since the primary reason in ancient times to undertake a census was to establish
the size of army a ruler could depend on in a conflict. However, David was supposed to be trusting
in the Lord, not in the size of his army. If David had been trusting in God, he would have had no
need for a census. As Jonathan put it so eloquently in 1 Samuel 14:6, “Nothing can hinder the Lord
from saving by many or by few.” Together, these passages make an important theological point:



https://www.esv.org/verses/2%20Samuel%2024/
https://www.esv.org/verses/1%20Chronicles%2021%3A1/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Jer.%2031%3A29/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ezek.%2018%3A2/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Ezek.%2018/
https://www.esv.org/verses/2%20Chron.%207%3A14/
https://www.esv.org/verses/1%20Samuel%2014%3A6/
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the Lord is ultimately in control of all temptations that come to us—and of those to which we give
in.

The writer of 2 Samuel wanted to bring out a deeper truth, however. Even in our sinful
decisions, we can do nothing other than what the Lord has determined. The Lord didn’t make David
sin—He didn’t have to, since David’s sinful nature naturally led him in that direction. He simply had
to remove the restraints and allow David to pursue the desires of his sinful heart. In David’s case,
this sin was the result of a downward spiral into the darkness, which began with his adultery with
Bathsheba in 2 Samuel 11. That one sin opened the door for other sins to follow, culminating in this
sin, which cost the lives of seventy thousand people (2 Sam. 24:15). Yet the Lord had redemptive
purposes even in allowing David to sin like this, since it was through David’s repentance over this
sin that the site of the temple was identified (2 Sam. 24:18-25). Where sin abounded, grace was
multiplied even more (Rom. 5:20).

The Chronicler wanted to clarify one aspect of the story, which is the role of Satan as the
intermediary in this process. After all, God does not tempt people Himself (James 1:13); He is not
the author of evil. Sometimes, the source is in our sinful nature, while at other times it comes from
the allure of the world around us (1 John 2:16). Yet there are times, as the Chronicler notes in this
case, when temptation comes from the evil one. This is not a contradiction of what 2 Samuel said,
since (as Martin Luther put it) the devil is “God’s devil.” He can only color within the lines drawn for
him by the Almighty, as the book of Job makes clear. Satan has no more power than the Lord
allows him, and ultimately, he can do nothing other than what the Lord has purposed from the
beginning (Gen. 50:20).

Together, these passages make an important theological point: the Lord is ultimately in
control of all temptations that come to us—and of those to which we give in. In Luke 22:31-32,
Jesus told Peter that Satan desired to sift him like wheat—that is, to subject Peter to severe
temptation. However, Jesus prayed for Peter—not that he wouldn’t be tempted or wouldn’t sin,
but that his temptation and failure would not destroy his faith. Satan comes against us like a
roaring lion who seems ready to swallow us alive (1 Peter 5:8). But he has no more power over us
than he has been given, and God’s grace is sufficient for us in the midst of our failure, just as it was
for David. God is able to enhance His own glory and our good even through our greatest sins, which
He uses to humble us and make us more grateful for the gospel. That is good news for great sinners
like us.



https://www.esv.org/verses/2%20Samuel%2011/
https://www.esv.org/verses/2%20Sam.%2024%3A15/
https://www.esv.org/verses/2%20Sam.%2024%3A18%E2%80%9325/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Rom.%205%3A20/
https://www.esv.org/verses/James%201%3A13/
https://www.esv.org/verses/1%20John%202%3A16/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Gen.%2050%3A20/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Luke%2022%3A31%E2%80%9332/
https://www.esv.org/verses/1%20Peter%205%3A8/
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The Second View

Adapted from:
Yahweh and Satan in Samuel and Chronicles - a blog by Dr Michael Heiser (11/15/2013).
For more material by Dr Michael Heiser see: michaelheiserfoundation.org

The two accounts are nearly identical, save for one glaring disparity: the Chronicler’s version
has Satan as David’s instigator, while 2 Samuel names Yahweh, the God of Israel, as the
provocateur. The solution to the identity of the instigator is actually straightforward. In the Old
Testament, the Hebrew word satan is not a proper personal name. This is because it is nearly
always paired with the definite article in Hebrew (the word “the”). Like English, Hebrew does not
permit the definite article to be paired with a proper personal name (I don’t call myself, “the
Mike”). The common noun satan paired with the definite article means “the adversary” — not
“Satan” as in the proper name of the Devil. This is why some English Bibles have “the Adversary” in
passages like Job 1:6 and not “Satan”.

There are only a handful of places in the Hebrew Bible where satan is not preceded by the
definite article. 1 Chron 21:1 is one of them. The only other place in the Old Testament where
satan lacks the definite article and the term is used of a divine figure is Numbers 22:22, where we
read that the Angel of Yahweh stood in the way of Balaam and his donkey “as an adversary
(satan).” The Angel was opposing Balaam; he was a divinely-appointed adversary.

This connection between the word satan and the Angel of Yahweh is crucial to
understanding the discrepancy between 1 Chronicles 21:1 and 2 Samuel 24:1. In both accounts the
Angel is present as the one who dispenses God’s judgment upon David (1 Chron 21:14-15; 2 Sam
24:15-16). Since God and the Angel of the Lord were frequently identified with each other in the
Old Testament (e.g., Exod 3; Judges 6), the best solution seems to be that we don’t have Satan,
God’s cosmic enemy, in the Chronicles passage. Rather, we have two writers both referring to
God—one using “Yahweh” and the other referring to Yahweh in human form, the Angel (cp. Joshua
5:13-15) in another adversarial role.

One question looms, despite this solution: Why? Why would Yahweh incite David to do
something he would later punish him for? Both accounts begin by saying Yahweh was angry with
Israel, not David. Yahweh chose to use David as his instrument of judgment against the nation,
much in the same way he had used Pharaoh centuries before. As Pharaoh was still accountable for
his actions, so was David. Judgment and its means both belonged to the Lord.


https://michaelsheiserfoundation.org/
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The Third View
How Can We Harmonize the Accounts of David’s Census in 2 Samuel 24 and 1 Chronicles 21?
By Dr. Edward D. Andrews (1/08/24). Christian Publishing House Blog.
Used with permission from Christianpublishinghouse.co

Understanding the Divergence in Divine Instigation: 2 Samuel 24:1 vs. 1 Chronicles 21:1

The discrepancy concerns who instigated David to conduct the census. In 2 Samuel 24:1, it is stated
that God moved David, whereas 1 Chronicles 21:1 attributes this action to Satan. To understand
this, we must delve into the nature of divine sovereignty and human agency in Biblical theology.

e Divine Sovereignty and Secondary Causes: The Old Testament frequently attributes events
directly to God as the ultimate sovereign, even when secondary agents are involved. God’s
allowance or withdrawal of protection can be described as Him actively doing something. In
the case of David’s census, God’s sovereign plan included allowing Satan to tempt David,
resulting in the census. This perspective doesn’t contradict God’s righteousness, as it
demonstrates the principle of divine justice, where God can use even sinful actions to fulfill
His righteous judgments and plans.

e The Role of Satan: In 1 Chronicles 21:1, Satan’s role is explicitly mentioned, providing a
more detailed understanding of the situation. It highlights the adversarial relationship and
the spiritual warfare that often underlies human actions.

Theological Implications and Lessons
Despite these differences, both accounts converge on the key theological lessons from this event:
e God’s Sovereignty and Human Responsibility: The incident underscores the intertwining of
divine sovereignty and human responsibility. David’s decision, though influenced by
external factors, was still his own and carried consequences.

¢ Divine Judgment and Mercy: The aftermath of the census illustrates God’s judgment against
sin and His mercy in response to repentance. David’s sincere repentance and God’s
subsequent mercy emphasize His compassionate character.

¢ The Nature of Biblical Inspiration: These accounts demonstrate that the inspiration of
Scripture accommodates human perspectives and sources. Biblical inerrancy does not
necessitate verbatim agreement in all historical details but rather truthfulness and reliability
in what the Scriptures intend to teach.

Conclusion

In reconciling these differences, we uphold the integrity and inerrancy of the Biblical text. The
discrepancies in the accounts of David’s census can be understood as complementary rather than
contradictory, each contributing to a fuller picture of a complex historical event and its theological
significance. We gain not only a more profound respect for the divine inspiration of the Scriptures
but also valuable insights into the nature of God’s sovereignty, human agency, and the spiritual
realities that underpin our world.


https://www.esv.org/verses/2%20Samuel%2024%3A1/
https://www.esv.org/verses/1%20Chronicles%2021%3A1/
https://www.esv.org/verses/1%20Chronicles%2021%3A1/
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Please rate and/or comment on the points below according to the following scale:
1-Excellent 2-Good 3-Fair 4-Poor

Online sign-up

Workbook:
Understandable questions
Thought provoking questions
Review pages

Small groups:
Size
Room comfort

Speakers/teaching:
Coordinated with workbook lesson
Relevant
Biblically accurate
Were you able to hearclearly

General:
How did you first learn about Women in the Word?

How long have you been attending?
Will you return next year?

Would you recommend to a friend?
How have you grown closer to God this year?

What else would you like to share with us about the program, small group, etc.?

Opportunities to get involved:
Are you interested in any of the following?

Small group leader/co-leader
Teaching/speaking

Kids in the Word
Administration committee

Contact Debbie Lane (757-469-1454) or Barb Jacobsen (970-215-3592)
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